651 East Springfield Road « Springfield, Pennsylvania 19064

DECEMBER 13, 2020 * THIRD SUHDAY OY ADVENT

Parish Office / RECtOry.......ccccoevviiiiiriiiieee, 610-626-3321

610-638-4243
Parish School ... 610-626-1709
Religious Education.............cccccvvvvivenieeeeennnnne 610-626-1057
CONVENT ..ottt 610-626-2491
Music DIrector.........uvvveeeeeeiiiinns holycrossmus@gmail.com
WeDbSite.......oovveviiiiiiiieecs www.holycrosscatholics.org
E-mail ..., contactus@holycrosscatholics.org

Saturday EVENING .......coovviiiiiieiiiiee e 4:30 PM
Sunday, Upper Church ...........ccccvveeen. 8:30 and 11:00 AM
HOIY DAY ..o As announced
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday........... 8:30 AM
Friday™ ..o 12:15 PM

*Currently suspended - view online only

NEW PARISHIONERS

All Catholicsliving in the parish should register. Our Welcome
Center located in the hallway behind the sanctuary is open
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Please call the
Parish Office for more information.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
(Entrance through the middle, rear door of the Church)
Monday-Thursday only... 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Friday.......ccooovvevvviieennenn. 8:00 AM-2:30 PM

(Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 PM)

Rev. Eugene C. WilSON..........ccovveeiiiiiiieiiiieec e Pastor
Rev. Edward C. Kelly..................... Resident/Faculty COHS
Rev. Thomas J. Furey .................... St. Joseph Villa/Retired
Deacon Thomas L. Taylor..................... Permanent Deacon
Deacon Robert Frankenberger............ccccoovveennnnn. Retired
Deacon Joseph N. GOUSIE.........ccceeviiviveeiiiiiieeeee, Retired
Mrs. Theresa Carey........ccocceevvivvereennnnn Business Manager
Dr. Mary ROSe WOITIIOW..........cvvvieiiiiiiiiciiiieeeee Principal
Mrs. Kelly Meliti .................. Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Grete Ingalls. MM, CAGO........ccccc.cc..... Music Director

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday, Lower Church: 3:30 to 4:15 PM or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the
month at 12:00 PM.

First time parents and godparents are required to attend
a Baptism Preparation Session which is held on the 1st
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please call the Parish
Office for more information.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Arrangements are to be made at least six months before the
intended wedding date. Weddings are reserved for active
parishioners. Pre-Cana Session is required. Please call
Parish Office for more information.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call Deacon Thomas Taylor or the Parish Office
when a parishioner is hospitalized or home bound.



It was very early on achilly morning in the days near Christmas. | was returning to my parish having enjoyed a
most restful day off. It seemed especially dark that particular morning well before sunrise. A back road travelled
was most familiar. The car could just about drive it by itself. Rounding a curve, | began arather steep descent in a
wooded area. No one else was on theroad at that hour. | waslost in my thoughts thinking about the Mass that |
would be celebrating in alittle while and the homily that | would give. Looking ahead, the headlights began to
catch aglimpse of something. | strained my eyes staring into the darkness. It appeared that there was something
on theroad. There was definitely something on the road. The headlights began to give greater clarity. Something
quite big and quite yellow was lying across the road!  Everything after this point began to happen in mere millisec-
onds. A school bus had flipped and was blocking the road! Oh, my God! There were no flashing lights of any
kind. It must have just happened. | thought of the driver. | thought of the children. | would have to render assis-
tance. | began to sweat and | began to brake. It wasthen that | also began to pray. The brakes had no effect. | was
on black ice. There had been some rain the previous day coupled with higher temperatures and the bit of early
snow on the ground had mostly melted. Water runoff always cascaded down this winding road at certain points
and ordinarily wouldn’t pose a problem. That morning | hadn’t realized that the temperature had once again
dropped to just below freezing. Runoff water had now literally become a sheet of ice. As| sped down the hill with
brakes that didn’t hold and ever closer to the overturned bus, | noticed something. There was a small gap between
the school bus and the right edge of the road. Off the road’ s edge, there was arather large tree stump with an em-
bankment that dropped off into the woods. | wondered which | would rather strike. Tree stumps deeply rooted
generally don’'t give way and beyond that stump were more deeply rooted trees that also wouldn't give way. |
might have better luck with the big yellow box that was the bus. Well, | thought, let me at |east try “threading the
needle,” while attempting to skirt closer to the bus that might be atad “softer.” | held the wheel tightly with my
sweaty hands. Fortunately, my little SUV had a safety feature that sensed wheel slippage and made torque correc-
tion automatically. | think that helped me to maintain a bit of control. | said, “Lord, Y ou're going to have to help
me here” and then | said, “My Jesus, Mercy.” | braced for impact as| sped past the busin aflash. In my mind it
was like slow motion. A figure stood off to the side of the road in the darkness. It was the school bus driver | pre-
sumed — or perhaps my guardian angel. Thank God that there were no children to be seen. It wastoo early. The
bus with its driver was en route to young charges not yet out of bed. There was no impact. The needle had been
threaded, but | wasn't able to regain the ability to brake for several hundred yards down that incline. There was no
going back. | wouldn’t be able to climb the hill on theice. | thanked God while praying for the bus driver and con-
tinued on my way arriving safely at the parish for Mass. It would truly be aMass of Thanksgiving. Advent is cer-
tainly not atime of fright, but rather one of joy. However, the rush of the season can sometimes be as that day of
sliding on black ice. Impact can appear imminent as things seemingly get out of our control with the decorating,
shopping and deadlines. Then, there isthe New Y ear so soon to arrive with taxes that are due and a pandemic on-
going. And let’s not even mention things political! It isimportant to hold the wheel steady and pray! With our
own prayer and that of othersfor us, we're able to “thread the needle” and soon enough we will arrive at Bethle-
hem where a Savior is born very early in the darkest hours that give way to awhole New Day filled with brilliant
sunlight! It isthat Day for which we now so long! Safe travels! Come, O Come, Emmanuel!

Peace!
Fr. Wilson
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8:30 AM Nero & Cermignani Families e . )
TUESDAY DECEMBER 15
8:30 AM Bill Sidebottom Sunday Collection, December 6
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 16 .
Total Collection $6,339
8:30 AM Bill Poppert
Electronic $3,215
THURSDAY DECEMBER 17
e Basket & Mail-ins $ 3,124
FRIDAY - Public Mass suspended during the green phase.
Mass available online. On-Line Giving
FRIDAY DECEMBER 18
Join the growing number of Holy Cross Parishioners who
12:15 PM Julia & John Grandizio and John F. contribute to the Sunday offertory by electronic means.
Grandizio It is convenient and easy. Please visit our website and

click on “Our Parish” and then the “Parish Giving” tab or
contact the business office for assistance.

NEXT WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY DECEMBER 19 Christmas Mass and Confession Schedule
8:30 AM Francesco & Annunziata Mazza Co nfe ssions— Up per Church
4:30 PM Tomczyk & Whalen Families
Saturday, December 19 3:00—4:15 PM
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20
8:30 AM Angela M. Organek Christmas Eve Masses
11:00 AM Francis & Catherine Armstrong 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM

Christmas Day Masses

8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

New Year’s Eve

4:30 PM Vigil Mass
New Year’s Day Mass

8:30 AM
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| Pray for the Sick \
of our Parish

OIPPC

ill Burke

haron Burr

yndi Butler
argaret Cook
tephen Collins
amuel Dephillippo
ancy DeSanctis
eorge Dickinson
anet Doherty
errence (Terry) Gibson
ella Giordano
icola Giordano
onna Giorgio
arolyn Henderson
teven Henderson
tefanos Karas
arole Kime

ary and Ken Kull
endall Lambert

Joanne Marks

Lucy Mashura, S.F.O.
Barbara McCusker
Lee Anne McGough
Dan Murphy

Connie Myers
Frances O’Callaghan
Charlotte O’Leary
Paige O’Leary

Mary Ann Purcell
Mary Rafferty

Rose Marie Santos
Michael Sargent Il
Theresa Sherwin
Joseph Sindoni

Fr. Paul Stenson
George Vrettos

Lily Walker

Nadia Waltanski
Carter Walton

Deadline for Parish Bulletin

Due to the Christmas and New Year Holi-

days, the Parish Bulletin submission dead-

lines have been changed. Please note that

all materials for the Parish bulletin must

be submitted to the Business Office as fol-

lows:
Publication date
Dec. 19/20

Dec. 26/27

Jan. 2/3

Deadline
Dec. 8
Dec. 14
Dec. 21

Page :

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

“Have you heard of the Babe in the man-
ger,

But not the Christ on the Cross?

Your redemption comes not from the
Babe in the hay,

But the Christ who climbed on the Cross.”

---From the Hymn “Babe in the Manger”

wishing that this season

ﬂ_l_f Advent ﬁ”s your
heart and home with
peace and happiness!

Casserole Drop-Off Date

The next drop-off is Wednesday, December 16,
between 6:00 and 7:00 PM at the gym annex.
Anyone wishing to join us can go to saintjohn-
shospice.org for recipes. Or just make a casse-
role that you like. Please mark the casserole
with the date prepared. Call Connie Labowitz at
610-328-0599 with any questions. Thank you!

Happy Advent!

Visit with Jesus in
our
Adoration Chapel
g:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Monday - Friday
Need info call
Ronnie 610.623.8412
or Office
610.626.3321

oJesus

Is THE GIFT




Reaching out to the Homebound

Pandemic restrictions and social distancing have
had an impact on families, including our parish fam-
ily here at Holy Cross. In many cases, quarantine
has brought families together but it has pulled apart
our parish family. We have lost touch with each
other and are trying to reunite with those who have
been unable to join us. If you know of anyone in the
parish who is homebound, high-risk or has a strong
need to be socially distant, please contact the parish
office with the name, address and phone number, so

that we can reconnect with our parish family.

Our Lady of the Holy Cross, pray for us.

Welcome our Newly Baptized in 2020
Isla Elizabeth Brennan
Reece Colleen Bruton
Conner Robert Cerulli

Rylee Rose Cirard
Addision Rose Couts
Hunter Vincent Dowrick
Cayden Anthony Giorgio
Grace Haley Grenier
Jamison David Halbing
Grayson Thomas Hutton
Mang Hoih Margaret Kim
Grayson Richard Kubeck

Jessica Madison Small

Cardinal O’Hara High School

Our Parish recently received notifications
of the performance of our high school stu-
dents at the end of the first quarter. We
are particularly proud of those who dem-
onstrated academic excellence.

Students who achieved first honors in-
clude: Aminata Gogra ‘23, Mia Macciocca
‘23, Rebecca McVeigh ‘23 and Anthony
Yost 23.

Among those earning second honors
were the following students from our par-
ish: Angelina Grandizio ‘21, Alexa Maz-
zola ‘21, Marissa Glick ‘23, Caitlin Henzel
‘23, Gavin LeSage ‘23, Emma Taylor 23,
Xavier Tran ‘23 and William Donnelly ‘24.

e e
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The Giving Tree
Helping Those in Need

Thank you for your generosity!
The wonderful gifts will be given to Jessica at the
Delaware County
Pregnancy Center tree
lighting this weeak.
Blessings to all from the
Respect Life Commirtes! =
Supperting life from :
conception to natural death  %°

Food Pantry Update

Our volunteers and neighbors in-need have no words to ex-
press our immense gratitude and sincere appreciation to all
of you.

Thanksto all of you (our parishioners), our volunteers, Holy
Cross Knights of Columbus (KofC), our school children, the
Springfield Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, St. Kevin, St. Francis,
Our Lady of Fatima, First Presbyterian Church of Spring-
field, Clifton Heights, Acme and SV DP Delco Food Bank.
We were able to distribute essential food items and Thanks-
giving trimmings. During the month of November, our little
pantry provided turkeys or chickensto over 200 families.

If you know any Delco residents who are in need of food,
please let them know that we are open every Wednesday
from 3:30 to 6 PM, directly behind Holy Cross school.
God Bless All of you. We have so much to be thankful

Y our Friends from the St. Vincent dePaul Society Food Pan-
try Team




Three Parish Book Club

The Three Parish Book Club will meet on Wednesday, December 30, at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Members will
discuss Rediscover the Saints by Matthew Kelly.

The book for January is The Worn Out Woman by Steve Stephens and Alice Gray.
The book for February is The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom.

For more information, please contact Joy Van Berg at 610-328-2095 or joyvanberg@gmail.com

St. Augustine Parish, Philadelphia
Presents:
Everything You Always Wanted To Know About The Sacraments
But Were Afraid To Ask

Event: Zoom discussion on “Everything You Always Wanted To Know About The Sacraments But Were Afraid
To Ask!” Please join St. Augustine Parish (Philadelphia) as we host three virtual discussions during Advent on
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Did you ever wonder if babies who die without Bap-
tism go to Limbo/Hell? What does it mean to receive the Holy Spirit in Confirmation? What is meant that Je-
sus is truly present in the Eucharist? We will discuss and answer these and other questions you might have
regarding the three “Sacraments of Initiation.” Join us and our special guest participants via Zoom on the
dates and times listed!

12/15 - Confirmation — Meghan Cokeley, Director of the Office for the New Evangelization, Archdiocese of
Philadelphia

12/22 — Eucharist — Fr. G. Dennis Gill, Director, Office for Divine Worship and Pastor of the Cathedral Basilica
of SS. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia

More info: Please email Jacob Marquart, O.F.S. at
staugustineparish09 @gmail.com or call (215) 627-1838 to submit your

questions.

To register for the December 15 meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkd-6hqz4pG90CrVBB11V5xCcvxHAUPQga

To register for the December 22 meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtfubsrzkrGdVUekSeWWBTTBr-SkMCIxV8




QB';LBarp funera[ %Ume’ ;Ltb‘ CDMMUN;E{ TRANSIT
640 E. Springfield Road Transportation available for

. ; ALL residents of Delaware County!
) pringtie Id , PA 19064 + Shared Ride Program for Senior Citizens 65+
* Persons w/ Disabilities Transportation Prog.

Thomas J. O' Leary, Jr. Su perv isor « Medical Assistance Transportation Program

F information call 610-490-3960
610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com E:Tizirfﬁzztrmitdelco.org

Piazza Honda
Heating Springfield

Cooling .
Plumbing Ray Mancml, General Mgnager
Hlectrical Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

Home Remodeling I:s::tt,:f) . O NEW & USED * PARTS * BODY SHOP « SERVICE
484-477-4032  [icons 610-789-9420
us saie,

OliverHeatcOoL(om Q 780 Baltimore Pike « Springfield, PA 19064

www.PiazzaHondaSpringfield.com

Q o Parishioner &
0 seryice is
w invaluable & :
basement waterproofing B
——= Wy
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service g 7o comeany. o

French Drains WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed BAS E M ENT
610-696-0100 Choose WATERPROOFING

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com l_ l ‘Fe FO U N DAT I O N R E PA I R
Experience Thanks.. MOLD REMEDIATION

Peace Of M | nd - Please take the fime to read
1-888-5DRY-TECH

) the ads which make your
Pre-Arrange Your Burial at an bulletin possible. Help
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Cemetery. www.DryTechCorp.com

support them as they

t th ish.
CALL 215-352-4001 TODAY oo R PR
Mention the church bulletin Rod Cross
« Save today through pre-planning when you patronize their

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

. . establishments.
 Convenient terms for all of your burial needs

Lot them bnow they

* Traditional in ground, mausoleum & cremation
e appas ciathed.

options available at most cemeteries .
Join today at redcross.org/Veluntear

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships,
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting.

This describes the power of... cl C/Lb B [ [ ; H A ( r ; - ®

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Coll 1.800.333.3166!

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (1) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net




ILLIAMS
LOMBARDO
FUNERAL HOME

—_—
\X
Wy

Advanced Planning, Cremation Options
and Pet Cremation Services

i
i I
'F{(f-l:ry
¥
’hls = u-n.l-ﬁ"“ Service

Available

Springfield, PA « 328-1131
328-1141 + 544-4811

I‘» = { $500 off |
i Complete

PLUMBING « HEATING E
AIR CONDITIONING

: 40 Gallon Hot
1 Water Heater
: Bradford-White
1

£

Get life insurance that comes with
someone local (me). I'm here to help ; ‘_ _
you protect your family’s financial i,
future. LET'S TALK TODAY.

Jeff DiBlasi, Agent
5 E Woodland Ave
Springfield, PA 19064
Bus: 610-544-AUTO
www.insurewithjeff.com

Auto Home Life Bank

&SfateFarm

Sta\e Fa m Lne Acc iden tAss rance éompany (L censen in NV and \Xll)
Bloomington, IL

Family Owned and

Tom

Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured
0d 0
WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR

610-789-3717
www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

Mallory's Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
" |t's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

USANCC

General Contractor Inc.
Www.usancc.com ¢ www.usancc.net
Kitchens - Baths - Drywall - Ceiling - Doors - Windows - Ceramic
Flooring - Electrical - Plumbing - Roofing - Painting - Siding
Quality Work « Licensed & Insured + Professional Home Remodeling

215-385-2456 | usancc@yahoo.com
FREE INSPECTIO Grannv S Helplng Hands PA Home Care Se(r;iiﬁtz-elilggt;;ienced Leader

MIKE D'ORAZIO
Plumbing & Heating

328-2631

Parishioner  Springfield

Registered Master Plumber |, "

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (B)

Joseph F. Lombardo Jr., Supwis

scom

WE CARE AND IT SHOWS
We Acknowledge -l ’1 f‘ P We Appreciate
RUAIR
i \l 'ilI ST. FRANCIS > l“\{‘ ’h 1412 Lansdowne Ave.
Aesthetlc C /General Dentistry ghEall:l“:!'aEﬁ :" 1Y T l{,;q: o 0—22:%510

& Healthcare www.sfrehab.org

Beautiful On-Site Chapel with Daily Mass
Respite Stay Available

Serving the Delaware County
for over 40 years

Joseph J. Capista, DDS Licensed
Joseph P. Lamb, DDS &Insured
PA#081207

Robert J. Spennato, DMD

Daniel P. Tibbetts, DMD

David M. Maconi, DDS 504 Eagle Road, Springfield, PA 19064
(484) 316-0449

Providing Dependable Service for all Your Electrical Needs

Join the family of
Home Instead CAREGivers!

|

PEF L

Broomall: 610-353-2700

BE KINDNESS!

WWW. Homelnstead com/841
267-551-4700

MARY ELIZABETH L DEVINE

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Real Estate Wills Estates Family Law Injury Claims

Drexel Hill + 610-789-0800
www.LetDevineLawIntervene.com

1~

Granny’s Helping Hands has a responsibility to the community
to provide services with dignity and integrity and compassion!
Free Consultations (In-Home or Via Phone)

Employment Opportunities Available
www.grannyshelpinghands.com 610-284-4244

JOHN HAUSER’S
DREXEL AUTOMOTIVE

Full Service Auto Repair

+ Auto Inspection and Emissions

+ Computerized Diagnostic Svcs

+ Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance

+ Tune Ups & Oil Changes

« Shuttle Service

www.drexelautomotive.com

"OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"
TIeE= Drexel Hill, PA 19026

CatholicMatch.com/

datePA seBumentRed - €4 0-623-6679

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

Foreign
&

Owner Domestic
Operated
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