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Sharing our enthusiasm for our faith;
Nurturing love of others;
Leading people to Christ.

651 E. Springfield Road
Springfield, PA 19064

holycrosscatholics.org

Parish and School Staff

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Steven W. Kiernan, Pastor
Deacon Thomas Taylor

PARISH OFFICE
(610)626-3321
contactus@holycrosscatholics.org
Theresa Carey, Business Manager
Donna Berg, Parish Secretary
Betty Mclintyre, Safe Environment Coordinator
Andrew Ryan, Bulletin Editor

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
(610)-626-1057
PREPHolyCross@gmail.com
Kelly Meliti, Director of Religious Education
Linda Ryan, Administrative Assistant

HoLy CrRoss CATHOLIC SCHOOL
(610)-626-1709
hcscrusaders.com
Daniel Salvatore, Principal
Ellen Spurrier, Enrollment/Tuition Manager
Sheila Moeller, Receptionist

PARISH Music MINISTRY
holycrossmus@gmail.com
Grete Ingalls, Music Director

Parish Communication

To receive e-mail and text updates from the parish, text

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Tuesday-Friday: 8:30 am

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am

Holy Day & Holiday Masses
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Saturday: 3:30-4:15 pm
or by appointment

Parish Devotions

Holy Rosary
Tuesday-Friday after Mass

Adoration Chapel
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Chapel located in back of rectory

Sacrament of the Sick
Please call the parish office or
speak to the priest after Mass to
request the Anointing of the Sick.
If in a hospital or nursing home,
please ask the staff to notify the
parish that covers that facility.

Sacrament of Baptism
2nd and 4th Sundays at 12 noon
Please call the office to schedule
the baptism of children. Parents and
godparents must attend a Baptism
Preparation Session.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples looking to get married at
Holy Cross should contact the
pastor at least six months before
the intended wedding date to
discuss marriage preparations and
schedule the wedding.

Holy Communion for the

Homebound
Please call the parish office.

Parish Office Hours

Monday-Thursday, 9:00-12:00 & 1:00-4:00
Closed Fridays, Holidays and Holy Days

holycrossdelco to 84576.

Office is located in the back of the church building




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023

FROM THE PASTOR

Last December, Tom O'Leary from the O’'Leary Funeral Home came up to me one day and said we have to
put lights on the big tree by the gym. | looked at the tree, which is around twice as tall as the school, and said
“that one? How in the world are you going to do that?” He said he'll take care of it, and the funeral home will
pay for the lights and installation. | said “sure, go for it” while thinking “yeah right.” Fast forward eleven
months. | completely forgot about the idea until Tom contacted me to say he's got a tree guy lined up and
he wants to make sure we're still good. Sure enough, the first week of December, a bucket truck shows up
with a few tree climbers and electricians and I'm not sure how many strands of lights (I think it's in the
neighborhood of 3,000). They figure out how to plug everything in and start working on stringing the lights.
It took a few days, and the tree was so high that the bucket couldn’t reach, so there was actually a tree-
climber climbing up the trunk of the tree to put the lights in place by hand. It was a lot of work and a big
effort.

But the result is beautiful and impressive! The tree will be lit in the evenings through the Christmas season.
Stop by to admire it and take some pictures. Lots of people have commented about it and have been saying
“great idea,” etc. | take no credit for the idea or the implementation; that all belongs across the street. On
behalf of the parish, a huge THANK YOU to the O'Leary Funeral Home for sponsoring the lights and to CPL
Tree Service for rigging up the lights and bringing a big tribute to the beauty of this season to our parish!

A reminder for next week about Masses and our obligations as Catholics. We have an obligation to attend
Mass for the 4th Sunday of Advent and an obligation to attend Mass for Christmas, which essentially means
two Masses in two days. The usual Sunday schedule will be in effect for the 4th Sunday of Advent, and the
same schedule in effect for Christmas. So in theory, you can come at 8:30 both Sunday and Monday and be
perfectly fine. Or you can attend the 4:30 on Saturday and the 11:00 on Christmas Day and not step foot on
this campus at all on Sunday the 24th. Or you can come to the 11:00 and then the 4:30 on the 24th and fulfill
both obligations in one day. What you can’t do is come to the 4:30 on Sunday and say that counts for both
obligations. There's no “two for one” or “double dipping” permitted.

That being said, because Sunday the 24th is going to be a rather busy day for many people, in order to make
it easier for people to fulfill their obligations to worship God and lighten the burden a bit, we're going to
celebrate the Sunday morning Masses on the 24th more simply than normal. We'll dispense with the music
and singing at the morning Masses, and I'll try to keep the homily short. Note, | said “try.” No representations
or warranties are expressed or implied herein. But hopefully a simpler celebration will allow us to honor the
Sunday of Advent while still honoring the busy reality of Christmas Eve day for most people. So, see you next
week!

e . Reading I: Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-T1
3 d S d The prophet is anointed for preaching and enlightenment, so for example, the Israelites
r u n a i arelike “prisoners led out of darkness to light." A Jubilee year is proclaimed.

The people are to rejoice, always with prayer and thanksgiving in their attitude. Paul
blesses the community.

Of Advent Reading II: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

The Gospel: John 1: 6-8, 19-28

The Baptist is not the Messiah, as he makes clear. But he is a witness for the Messiah, as
he both points out Jesus as the “Lamb of God” and sends his disciples to meet Jesus and
ask Him questions.
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MASSES FOR
THE WEEK

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

B
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8:30 AM - No Mass
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
8:30 AM - Alice Robinson
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
8:30 AM - Christiana DeFelice
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
8:30 AM - Tom Bunting
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
8:30 AM - Bill O'Leary
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

8:30 AM - No Mass
4:30 PM - For those Enrolled in the

Memorial Fund

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
8:30 AM - Margaret & James McNicholas
and Jim McFadden
11:00 AM - Nicole Gallo

4:30 PM - Priests’ Intentions

SANCTUARY LAMP

This week's Sanctuary Lamp
intention is for:

T2
Church: Sam Gibson ,6“

Chapel: Neil McCrossen

COLLECTION INFORMATION

Weekly Need $13,350
Weekly Collection, December 10

Total $7,316
Electronic $2,892

Basket & Mail-Ins $4,424

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

Today is Gaudete Sunday. In the middle of
our Advent preparations, we are called to
rejoice in hope!

“Remarkably, the Lord made you in His very
own image. That means your life is sacred. It
has value. You have been made by love and
with love. It is hard to believe, but you look a
lot like God."” ---Dr Allen Hunt

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Richard McCullough
Larry McCusker
Mary Ann Carroll Francis Murray
George Dickinson  Charlotte O’Leary
Bob Frankenberger Paige O’Leary

Dawn Gibbons Katherine Patrone
Carolyn Henderson Mary Rafferty
Steven Henderson Ronnie Sidebottom
Jimmy Keating Joseph Sindoni
Natalie Giorgio Kitts Adeline Sulpizio

Consiglia Borreli
Lyndi Butler

Ken Kull Jean Super

Mary Kull Valerie Thompson
Kendall Lambert Betty Tomczyk

Alice Loftus Rosemarie Colaberdino

Deacon Joe Gousie Madalyn Parr

Lee Anne McGough Carter Claire Walton
Joann Marks Mike Calbertta
Maryanne McCauley Alexander Passquini
Matthew Bannon Melissa Dunsee

Mary Ann Nero Mildred Mancini

Jack McGough Susan Cortese

Bill Homony Andrea Emilia Bernabey




Casserole Drop-Off Date

The next drop-off is Tuesday, December 19th between
4:00 and 5:00 PM at the gym annex. The casseroles are
appreciated by the homeless who visit St. John's
Hospice at 12th and Race St.,, Philadelphia. You can
make any casserole that you like. Please mark the
casserole with the date prepared. Call Connie Labowitz
at 610-328-0599 with any questions. Thank you!

Church Cleaning

The next Church cleaning will take place on Tuesday,
12/19/2023, after the 8:30 am Mass. Extra hands are always
welcome.

Home Care Needed

Home Care Needed to stay overnight with an elderly woman 2
or 3 nights per week.

The elderly woman generally takes care of her own needs. The
Home Care worker would need to do light housework. Please
call (484) 343-6610 for details.

Bulletin Deadlines for Christmas

Due to early submission deadlines for the
bulletin over the Christmas Holidays please
submit and articles for the bulletin by 4:00PM
at least 10 days prior to the Sunday requested.

Bulletin Due Date

December17 Wednesday, December 6
December 24 Wednesday, December 13
December 31 Wednesday, December 20

Our students are hard at work in their
academic studies and perform virtuous and
charitable works to help others. At our First
Friday Mass we acknowledged our students
who received the Virtue Award of Respect for
the Month of November. The virtue for
December is Generosity: Giving without
counting the cost. To help practice and
strengthen this virtue, we currently have
charitable opportunities writing cards for the
elderly which will allow students to complete
works of mercy and offer it to God.

Santa Clause came to visit Holy Cross students
on Wednesday, 12/06, to celebrate the feast of
St. Nicholas. He and his helpers left a small treat
for every student.

Friday, December 8, our students received their
first trimester report cards. We are so very
proud of all the hard work from our students
and their teachers.

As we wait in anticipation for the coming of our
Savior, | pray for all of you to have a wonderful
and joyous Advent and Christmas Season.

75th Anniversary Sale

75th anniversary t-Shirts, crew sweatshirts and hoodies
are available for sale in the Business Office. Prices for t-
shirts range from $16.00 - $18.00 and sweatshirts range
from $22.00 - $27.00 depending on size and style.
Magnets are available for $5.00 and Christmas
ornaments for $10.00.

Pay by cash or check.

Business Office hours are 9:00am — 4:00pm Monday
through Thursday, closed 12:00-1:00pm for lunch.

Any questions, please call the office at 610-626-3321.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Dinner

On the feast of our Lady of Guadalupe, Tuesday,
December 12, please join us for dinner at 6 PM at
the Paxon Hollow Country Club in Broomall. Your
only cost is any donation to St. Pius X Respect Life.
We celebrate Mass at St. Pius X Church at 5 PM.
Priests, nuns, children and senior citizens are
always free! Mark Houck, who was arrested in
front of his wife and seven children by 15 FBI
agents, will be our main speaker. His crime...trying
to pray a rosary with his 12 year old son in front of
Planned Parenthood. For reservations, call John
Williamson's office at 610-446-5600 or email
JpwWO0O77@gmail.com.

FORMED

A Free Gift to you from Holy Cross Parish
PROGRAMS - MOVIES - AUDIO - BOOKS

IHETRUE MEANING OF

IRISTMAS @

Adventand SUINAS
with Dr. Michael Barber [

.
A 1T H FRLAGUSTING

TORRES, CFR §

Here are just 2 of the many programs available for December.
For families with kids, we highly recormmend a series that
shows fun ways to incorporate our Catholic faith anytime with
traditions and activities, called “Catholic All Year At Home with
Kendra Tierney.” Signing up for FORMED is EASY and FREE!

1. Just go to FORMED.org or download the FORMED app

2. Enter your ZIP code and select “Holy Cross” from the drop-
down menu and press “Next”

3. Register with your name and email address

4, Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED.
No password is needed and you will have full access to the
site. ENJOY!



mailto:jpw0077@gmail.com

Scrip Program

Support our organization while you shop!
The easy way to raise money, buy gift cards and earn
for Holy Cross School.

Start earning with the RaiseRight mobile app today or
fill out a Scrip Order Form and return to the Business
Office. The Scrip Order Forms are available at the
entrances of the church OR Download the RaiseRight
mobile app from the app store using your
smartphone or tablet or go to RaiseRight.com on your
computer.

Have questions about getting started? Call the
ShopWithScrip Customer Support team at 1-800-727-
4715 option 3.

Three Parish Book Club

Due to the Christmas holiday, the Book Parish Book
Club will meet next at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 31, 2024, at the Holy Cross Church Parish
Center. Members will share reading
recommendations and will discuss both the
December and January selections. You need not
have read the selected book(s) to attend the
meeting. If you would like more information, or if
you would like to join us, please contact Joy Van
Berg at joyvanberg@gmail.com or at 610 328-2095.

December
This Is My Body by Bishop Robert Barron

January
My Anointing Echoes by Father Douglas Mckay

February
In The School of the Holy Spirit by Jacques Phillipe

Food Pantry Update

Thanksgiving is fast approaching... we have so much to be
grateful for... all of you, Our Holy Cross CCD students, St.
Francis schoolchildren (who ran a food drive to benefit our
pantry just last week). We recently received a significant
donation from Acme Food Stores (please Thank an Acme
cashier next time you shop at our Clifton Hgts. store), Buckley
Cable, Americare, Mainline BMW, Devon Mercedes, Union
Local 2011, and our many anonymous donors.. you know, it
takes a village...

Some important dates this month...

On Nov. 12th, St. Francis SVDP and St. Kevins Knights of
Columbus (and HC KofC will help) with collecting
Thanksgiving food items to help our pantry.

On Nov. 15th, we will do our turkey distribution (while supplies
last), and

On Nov. 22nd, the Pantry will be closed as our volunteers
prepare for our own family meals.

If you are able, we need additional turkeys or chickens,
mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce and items you would
prepare for your families for the big day... If you are able to
assist and unable to drop off, please call Ellie Epperson at 610-
960-6989 and we will gladly arrange for your donation
pickups. You can also drop off, we have bins outside the
entrance of the pantry or you can hand deliver on Wed. 11/8 or
1/15 starting at 1 p.m.

Just a reminder, if you know anyone in need of food in Delco,
please let them know we are open Wednesdays from 3:30 to
5:30.

In case we haven't told you lately, we Appreciate your prayers,
generosity and your overall support.

God Bless All of You,
Your Friends from the SVDP Holy Cross Food Pantry Team

Winter Bible Study

The Holy Cross Bible Study Team will present a FREE 14 week
deep-dive into the Gospel of Mark. We will concentrate on
this single book of the Bible. Workbooks will be provided for
this series. There will be short videos from Dr Tim Gray and
valuable group discussions. Light refreshments will be
served.

We will show this at 2 different times, so PICK THE TIME that
is best for you. If you choose the Wednesday morning option
we begin right after the 8:30 Mass, so please consider joining
us for Mass that morning. Come a few minutes early to meet
others and to get your seat. Please join us and bring a friend!

When: Mondays, November 6 thru February 19, 7:00 - 8:30
PM - in the Holy Cross Parish Center

Or: Wednesdays, November 8 thru February 21, 9:15 -10:45
AM - in the Holy Cross Parish Center

--- Note: We will take 2 weeks off during the Christmas
holidays

To save a seat or for more information, contact Pattie
Stevens at pattiejstevens@comcast.net or 484.868.8571.

Eucharistic Adoration

The Eucharist is described in
the Catechism as the “source
and summit” of our faith.
Finding the time to go to
Adoration can be difficult.
But if you can make it
happen, committing to
regular Adoration with an
open heart can have some
surprising results.

A Holy Hour before the Most Blessed Sacrament repairs for
evils of the world. (St.John Paul I1)

A Holy hour makes our souls more glorious and beautiful in
heaven. (Mother Teresa )

The greatest love story of all time is contained in a tiny white
host. (Venerable Fulton Sheen)

| ask everyone to intensify in love and devotion to the
Eucharistic Jesus. (Pope Benedict XVI)

We are in need of visitors and hourly adorers to
maintain our current adoration schedule. Please
consider keeping Jesus company in our intimate
chapel here at Holy Cross Parish which is open
weekdays 9:00am to 7:00pm. For more information,
call Eileen at 610.213-3369.
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PATRISTICS 101

Apostolic and Ante-Nicene Fathers

THURSDAYS, JANUARY - JUNE 2024
8:00 - 9:15 PMET

@< | |VE ONLINE RSE
o COURS Dr. John Pepino is a professor of

In this course on the Fathers of the Church, we shall delve LA Greek, Latin, History, and Patristics
deeply into the writings of the first Christian centuries (up at Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary
to the Council of Nicaea in 325) and become acquainted in Denton, Nebraska. His Master’s
with such figures as St. Clement of Rome, St. Ignatius, degree is in Classical Greek and
St. Justin Martyr, St. Irenaeus, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, and Latin and his Doctorate is in the
Origen, and come to an appreciation of their specific Fathers of the Church. He has

ni nd their | for our own generation. W publi;hed on the.Fathers of;‘hureh
genius and their legacy for our own generatio © and on contemporary Church History (particularly Vatican II

shall alsp de\(otg some time f[o .the priljciples of thg and the liturgy in the twentieth century) in both scholarly and
theological discipline of Patristics, which in turn will popular outlets.

shed light on the usefulness of the Fathers in our own
theological reflection. To register, please visit InstituteofCatholicCulture.org/events

x John Pepino, Ph.D.




¢ Mind FOT s Heating
PB:I'C‘;O \d Busines Cooling
Plumbing

Electrical

Home Remodeling

484-477-4032
OliverHeatCool.com

catholicmatch’

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/datePA

Parishioner

WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

E EXPERTS IN:

Springfield
Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

Mallory's Arm
Foun);'ahon 4

United Together In The
Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!

NEW & USED « PARTS + BODY SHOP + SERVICE

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

610-789-9420

780 Baltimore Pike * Springfield, PA 19064
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BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH

www.DryTechCorp.com
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
NOW HIRING
High School
FT & PT Accountants
VISIT Careers -
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Schools
www.aopcatholicschools.org/careers

ARCHDIOCESE
of PHILADELPHIA
SCHOOLS

AMERICA'S FIRST CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (1)
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Your i
C ommu ﬂity Make a Difference
...and your Church!
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VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

info@mallorysarmy.org
It's easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

610-696-0100

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

in Your Community

INCREASE YOUR
VISIBILITY IN THE

COMMUNITY

) Place Your Ad Here
” to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Marsha Haney

mhaney@jppc.net
(941) 445-0778

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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LOMBARDO FUNERAL HOMES*
Clifton Heights, PA Springfield, PA . ;
610-626-2110 610-544-3222 Services Unig
Joseph E. Lombardo Jr. Joseph G. McBrearty - & Wi
Supervisor Supervisor ) Vs 5
ADVANCED PLANNING, CREMATION OPTIONS AND PET CREMATION SERVICES www.lombardofuneralhomes.com
Furio’s JOHN HAUSER'S
Deli & Cafe ;
110 W. Baltimore Pike, Clifton Heights V4 . o DREXEI- AUTOMOTIVE
RS s O Eeelrlz:acrg We do catering from the small Aesthem g General Dentistry I Full Service Auto Repair
Bl wonee | affair to the lavish party! ' L= + Auto Inspection and Enissions
Sprlngfleld, PA * 328-1131 (61 0) 626-2900 Serving the Delaware County | Iy Foreign o Computerized Diagnostic Sves
328-1141+544-4811 www.FuriosDeli.com L 5 « Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance

Owner Domestic

o Joseph J. Capista, DDS Operated * Tune Ups & Oil Changes
. Robert J. Spennato, DMD + Shuttle Service
eV I n e Law Associates, PC | paniel . Tibbetts, DMD www.drexelautomotive.com

. . Jarred E. Gettes, DMD "OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"
Full Service Law Firm | AlexaN. Spennato, DMD ESEQ Drexel Hill, PA 19026

Real Estate Broomall: 610-353-2700 18 Burmont Road, 61 0'623'6679

Wills & Estate Planning Ned; m—
Executor Counseling e_:ﬁ;‘; guestlons :

N
’ " Estate Administration + Retiring Soon?

Free Initial Phone Consultation .mhe.:;::::::p:f:fngzzzf;ze;:fee 1 OO/ DISCOUNT ON
Kathy Kutufaris S o BURIAL SPACE*

LICENSED INSURANCE BROKER .
\ . ca I I . 61 o = 789 = 0800 Specializing in Medicare [E8lls . £
' Advance Planning helps save families from

610.639.2480
kathy@tristat jors. . . . o
il emotional and financial burdens at the time of death!

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

www.LetDevineLawlntervene.com

FREE INSPECTION

Family Owned and latest offers

Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured by bulleti
ulletin g SS. PETER AND PAUL
X s [ i 484.200.8321 5.
v a a BBB s p o n S o rs ; b J *Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be
R E E combined with other offers. Excludes prior puvdvases Viault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.
RIGHTWAY \DOWNLOAD‘ PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING ’h ~4

MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR W January 31, 2024
610'789-3717 : ST.ALQYSIS ,

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com B °7;ChDEMY

St. Aloysius Academy is the only private, Catholic,
K-8 school for boys in the five county Philadelphia
metro area committed to the spiritual, moral,

n T N and academic development of each student.
o | To register, please call us at 610-525-1670 or
admissions@staloysiusacademy.org
www.staloysiusacademy.org

@'?ieary Funeral Bome, Lid.

OPEN HOUSE

640 E. Springfield Road * Springfield, PA 19064
I lh_» Thomas J. O'Leary, Jr. Supervisor * Kathleen O'Leary, F.D. ¢ Colleen Fagioli, F.D.

610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (B) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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