
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening .................................................  4:30 PM
Sunday, Upper Church ........................  8:30 and 11:00 AM
Holy Day ...................................................... As announced
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday ........... 8:30 AM
Friday* ................................................................. 12:15 PM

*Currently suspended - view online only

NEW PARISHIONERS
All Catholics living in the parish should register. Our Welcome 
Center located in the hallway behind the sanctuary is open 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Please call the 
Parish Offi  ce for more information.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
(Entrance through the middle, rear door of the Church)
Monday-Thursday only ... 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Friday.............................. 8:00 AM-2:30 PM 

(Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 PM)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday, Lower Church: 3:30 to 4:15 PM or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
month at 12:00 PM.

First time parents and godparents are required to attend 
a Baptism Preparation Session which is held on the 1st 
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please call the Parish 
Offi  ce for more information.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Arrangements are to be made at least six months before the 
intended wedding date. Weddings are reserved for active 
parishioners. Pre-Cana Session is required. Please call 
Parish Offi  ce for more information.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call Deacon Thomas Taylor or the Parish Offi  ce
when a parishioner is hospitalized or home bound.

Holy Cross ChurchHoly Cross Church
651 East Springfi eld Road • Springfi eld, Pennsylvania 19064

December 27,  2020 • The Holy Family of Jesus,  Mary and JosephDecember 27,  2020 • The Holy Family of Jesus,  Mary and Joseph

Parish Offi  ce / Rectory ...................................610-626-3321
610-638-4243

Parish School ................................................610-626-1709
Religious Education .......................................610-626-1057
Convent .........................................................610-626-2491
Music Director ............................ holycrossmus@gmail.com
Website .................................... www.holycrosscatholics.org
E-mail ............................contactus@holycrosscatholics.org

Rev. Eugene C. Wilson .............................................. Pastor
Rev. Edward C. Kelly ..................... Resident/Faculty COHS
Rev. Thomas J. Furey .................... St. Joseph Villa/Retired
Deacon Thomas L. Taylor ..................... Permanent Deacon
Deacon Robert Frankenberger .................................Retired
Deacon Joseph N. Gousie........................................Retired
Mrs. Theresa Carey ................................Business Manager
Dr. Mary Rose Worrilow ..........................................Principal
Mrs. Kelly Meliti .................. Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Grete Ingalls. MM, CAGO ..................... Music Director
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A New Year’s thought from a homily from Saint John Chrysostom:  
The light of a Christian cannot escape notice. 
 
There is nothing colder than a Christian who does not seek to save others. 
 
You cannot plead poverty here; the widow putting in her two small coins will be your accuser. Peter said, 
“Silver and gold I have not”. Paul was so poor that he was often hungry and went without necessary food. 
 
You cannot plead humble birth, for they were humbly born, of humble stock. You cannot offer the excuse of 
lack of education, for they were uneducated. You cannot plead ill-health, for Timothy also had poor health, 
with frequent illnesses. 
 
Each one can help his neighbor, if only he is willing to do what is in his power. Look at the trees that do not 
bear fruit: have you not noticed how strong and fine they are, upstanding, smooth, and tall? If we had a gar-
den, we would much prefer trees with fruit—pomegranates and olives—to trees that are for pleasure, not for 
utility, and any utility these have is small. 
 
Such are those men who think only of their own concerns. In fact, they are even worse: the trees are at least 
useful for building or for protection, whereas the selfish are fit only for punishment. Such were those foolish 
virgins who were chaste, comely, and self-controlled, but did nothing for anyone. So they are consumed in the 
fire. Such are those men who refuse to give Christ food. 
 
Notice that none of them is accused of personal sins. They are not accused of committing fornication or per-
jury or any such sin at all: only of not helping anybody else. The man who buried the talent was like this. His 
life was blameless, but he was of no service to others. 
 
How can such a person be a Christian? Tell me, if yeast did not make the whole mass like itself, is it really 
yeast? Again, if perfume failed to pervade all around it with its fragrance, would we call it perfume? 
 
Do not say, “It is impossible for me to influence others.” If you are a Christian, it is impossible for this not to 
happen. Things found in nature cannot be denied; so it is here, for it is a question of the nature of a Christian. 
 
Do not insult God. If you say that the sun cannot shine, you have insulted Him. If you say that a Christian can-
not help others, you have insulted God and called Him a liar. It is easier for the sun not to give warmth or 
shine than for the Christian not to shed his light. It is easier for light to be darkness than for this to happen. 
 
Do not say then that it is impossible. The opposite is impossible. Do not insult God. If we have put our affairs 
in order, these things will certainly come to be and will follow as a natural consequence. The light of a Chris-
tian cannot escape notice; so bright a lamp cannot be hidden!  

May your Light shine brightly before others in the New Year of 2021! 
Peace! 

Fr. Wilson 
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MONDAY  DECEMBER 28 

   8:30 AM  Margaret Noesel 

TUESDAY  DECEMBER 29 

   8:30 AM  Tom, Jacob & Margaret Noesel 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER 30 

   8:30 AM  Anthony Pauline & William Fiscella 

THURSDAY   DECEMBER 31 

   8:30 AM  No Mass   

   4:30 PM  Deacon Robert Frankenberger 

FRIDAY   JANUARY 1    

  8:30 AM  Deacon Thomas Taylor 

   

    NEXT WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY  JANUARY 2 

   8:30 AM  William Fidelibus 

   4:30 PM  Mary Ann Purcell (deceased) and  
   Patrick Purcell (living) 

SUNDAY  JANUARY 3 

   8:30 AM  People of Holy Cross 

11:00 AM  Helen &  Edward Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Collection, December 13 

Due to the Christmas Holiday, the 

numbers for the Sunday collection were 

not available a the time of bulletin sub-

mission. 

On-Line Giving 

Join the growing number of Holy Cross Parishioners who 
contribute to the Sunday offertory by electronic means. 
It is convenient and easy. Please visit our website and 
click on “Our Parish” and then the “Parish Giving” tab or 
contact the business office for assistance. 

Solemnity of Mary 

Holy Day of Obliga on 

New Year’s Eve 

4:30 PM Vigil Mass 

New Year’s Day Mass 

8:30 AM 
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The Corner 
Brought to you by your Evangelization Team  

“Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 
in which the Son of God was born of the 
most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in 
Bethlehem, in piercing cold.  In that hour, 
vouchsafe O my God, to hear my prayer 
and grant my desires through the merits of 
Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed 
Mother.  Amen.”   
---From an old prayerbook “A Christmas Novena” 

Bill Burke 
Sharon Burr 
Lyndi Butler 
Margaret Cook 
Stephen Collins 
Samuel Dephillippo 
Nancy DeSanctis 
George Dickinson 
Janet Doherty 
Terrence (Terry) Gibson 
Nella Giordano 
Nicola Giordano 
Donna Giorgio 
Carolyn Henderson 
Steven Henderson 
Stefanos Karas 
Carole Kime 
Mary and Ken Kull 
Kendall Lambert 
Rose Leto 
Patricia Lyons 
Helen Lyons 
 

Joanne Marks 
Lucy Mashura, S.F.O. 
Barbara McCusker 
Lee Anne McGough 
Dan Murphy 
Connie Myers 
Frances O’Callaghan 
Charlotte O’Leary 
Paige O’Leary 
Mary Ann Purcell 
Mary Rafferty 
Rose Marie Santos 
Michael Sargent III 
Theresa Sherwin 
Joseph Sindoni 
Fr. Paul Stenson 
George Vrettos 
Lily Walker 
Nadia Waltanski 
Carter Walton 
 

 

Deadline for Parish Bulle n 

Due to the Christmas and New Year Holidays, the 
Parish BulleƟn submission deadlines have been 
changed. Please note that all materials for the Parish 
bulleƟn must be submiƩed to the Business Office as 
follows: 

    PublicaƟon date  Deadline 

       Jan. 2/3   Dec. 21 



 

Page  4 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Development Fundraiser 

$$ 365 Chances to Win $$ 

Support Holy Cross Church and School 

Purchase a Calendar for $50.00. Each calendar has a 4
-digit number. Each day (365) has a cash prize. 

  Daily   $50.00 

  Weekends  $100.00 

  Holidays  $150.00 

If your assigned number matches the PA nightly Pick 4 
daily number (straight match) you win the cash prize 
on the calendar for that day. Fill out a calendar fund-
raiser form and return to the Business Office or place 
in the Sunday collecƟon basket. For any quesƟons, 
please contact hcdevelopmenƞund@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

Three Parish Book Club 

The Three Parish Book Club will meet on Wednes-
day, December 30, at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Members 
will discuss Rediscover the Saints by MaƩhew Kelly. 

The book for January is The Worn Out Woman by 
Steve Stephens and Alice Gray. 

The book for February is The Hiding Place by Corrie 
Ten Boom. 

For more informaƟon, please contact Joy Van Berg 
at 610-328-2095 or joyvanberg@gmail.com 

Food Pantry Update 

The Food Pantry will be open on December 23 and closed 
on December 30.  

We will reopen on January 6, 2021. 

Our volunteers and Neighbors in Need have no words to 
express our immense gratitude and sincere appreciation. 
Thanks to all of you (Holy Cross parishioners), our vol-
unteers, Holy Cross Knights of Columbus, our school 
children, Springfield Boy Scout Troop 512 and Cub 
Scout Pack 240, Sisters of Mercy at Merion, Erie Insur-
ance for your generosity during this holiday season. 

The pantry provided Christmas food fixings and desserts 
to our Most in Need Neighbors on December 16 and 23. 

If you know any Delco residents who require food, please 
let them know we are open every Wednesday f rom 3:30 
to 6:00 PM, directly behind Holy Cross  School.  

God Blessings to All, wishing you a safe and healthy 
Merry Christmas. 

Your Friends from the St. Vincent de Paul Society Food 
Pantry Team 
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Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

To be cute about it, I quote here an American humorist by the name of Evan Esar (d. 1995): “Family: A social unit 
where the father is concerned with parking space, the children with outer space, and the mother with closet space.” 

Whether Mr. Esar was fully correct or not, there is a grain of truth in what he wrote, and there is always some truth 
in wholesome humor. 

However, for my purpose I prefer this statement of Sir Winston Churchill about the nature of family.  “There is no 
doubt that it is around family and the home that all the greatest virtues …are created, strengthened, and main-
tained.” 

Over this holiday time of year we are most likely to be with family, either literally or virtually because of the vi-
rus.  We can verify Sir Winston’s observation.  Family also gives us the answers to most of life’s important ques-
tions. 

Do you think the young Jesus had questions?  Certainly He must have, because remember He took on a human 
nature “like ours in everything but sin.”  What is one of the principal ways we learn?  Through answers to ques-
tions.  Through that triple-spoken process of lessons taught, example given, and experience lived, Our Lord and 
Savior indeed grew in wisdom and grace. 

I think it is an important detail that all this happened in the little village of Nazareth.  It was located on the edge of 
the empire, far from the high society and corruption of Rome.  So insignificant was it that it is nowhere even men-
tioned in the whole Old Testament.  Great things can happen in humble places, as our family homes most often 
attest. 

Could Our Lord have had better teachers in how to handle life than Mary and Joseph?  Hardly.  Without any ad-
vanced degrees after their names, we can say with conviction that both Christ’s parents had “PhDs” in holi-
ness.  Mary who was declared “full of grace” by an archangel, and Joseph remembered as a “just man” in the 
Scriptural sense cannot be excelled at their task.  The Holy Spirit has decided not to tell us if any peers taught   
Jesus things, but we can imagine they too played a part, for better or worse, in His human upbringing.  So we 
stand back for a time from all our concerns to admire and celebrate this Holy Family.  We can see the necessity of 
these thirty or so years to prepare Our Lord for His incomparable mission. 

That brings up the subject of our mission.  Obviously it begins in our family circle, but it has to expand from there if 
we are to take our Baptismal and Confirmation promises seriously.  That means doing our part to tell the waiting 
world all about Jesus and His Good News, even if the world neither acknowledges nor cares that it is wait-
ing.  Waiting for something, or more accurately, Someone, beyond its own calculations to give it purpose.  Taking 
up the admonitions of Sirach and Colossians, which we read this weekend, is a good place to begin.  After all, 
that’s our way to heaven.  Here is George Bernard Shaw’s take on family: “A happy family is but an earlier heav-
en.”  Think about that!  God love you and give you His peace in 2021! 
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484-477-4032
OliverHeatCool.com

EXPERTS IN:
Heating
Cooling

Plumbing
Electrical

Home Remodeling

Transportation available for 
ALL residents of Delaware County!
• Shared Ride Program for Senior Citizens 65+
• Persons w/ Disabilities Transportation Prog.
• Medical Assistance Transportation Program
For more information call 610-490-3960

or visit us at www.ctdelco.org

Piazza Honda
Springfield

Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

NEW & USED • PARTS • BODY SHOP  • SERVICE

610-789-9420
780 Baltimore Pike • Springfi eld, PA 19064

www.PiazzaHondaSpringfi eld.com

O'Leary Funeral Home, Ltd.
640 E. Springfi eld Road
Springfi eld, PA 19064

Thomas J. O'Leary, Jr. Supervisor
610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Parishioner

          Experience 
          Peace of Mind:
             Pre-Arrange Your Burial at an
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Cemetery.

• Save today through pre-planning

• Convenient terms for all of your burial needs

• Traditional in ground, mausoleum & cremation 
  options available at most cemeteries

CALL 215-352-4001 TODAY
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Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, 
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...
ppppppppp gggg

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!
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MARY ELIZABETH DEVINE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Drexel Hill  •   610-789-0800610-789-0800
www.LetDevineLawIntervene.com

Real Estate  Wills  Estates  Family Law  Injury Claims

MIKE D'ORAZIO
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Master Plumber
Springfi eld      328-2631Parishioner

JOHN HAUSER’S
DREXEL AUTOMOTIVE

Full Service Auto Repair
• Auto Inspection and Emissions
• Computerized Diagnostic Svcs
• Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance
• Tune Ups & Oil Changes 
• Shuttle Service

www.drexelautomotive.com
"OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"

Foreign
&

DomesticOwner 
Operated

518 Burmont Road, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

610-623-6679

Springfi eld, PA • 328-1131
328-1141 • 544-4811

Delivery
Service
Available

www.williamslombardofuneralhome .com

Joseph F. Lombardo Jr., SupervisorAdvanced Planning, Cremation Options
and Pet Cremation Services

610-626-2110610-626-2110
Clifton Heights, PA 19018

A

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL
484.802.4267

Senior Citizen & Military Discount

$500 off  
Complete 
System
40 Gallon Hot 
Water Heater 

Bradford-White 
$925

Joseph J. Capista, DDS
Joseph P. Lamb, DDS

Robert J. Spennato, DMD
Daniel P. Tibbetts, DMD
David M. Maconi, DDS

Broomall: 610-353-2700

Aesthetic&General Dentistry

Serving the Delaware County 
for over 40 years

USA NCC
General Contractor Inc.

www.usancc.com • www.usancc.net
Kitchens • Baths • Drywall • Ceiling • Doors • Windows • Ceramic 

Flooring • Electrical • Plumbing • Roofi ng • Painting • Siding
Quality Work • Licensed & Insured • Professional Home Remodeling

Tom        215-385-2456 | usancc@yahoo.com

Get life insurance that comes with 
someone local (me). I'm here to help 

you protect your family's financial 
future. LET'S TALK TODAY.

Jeff DiBlasi, Agent
5 E Woodland Ave

Springfield, PA 19064
Bus: 610-544-AUTO

www.insurewithjeff.com
Auto   Home  Life   Bank

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

504 Eagle Road, Springfield, PA 19064

(484) 316-0449
Providing Dependable Ser ice for all Your Elect ical NeedsProviding Dependable Ser ice for all Your Elect ical Needs

Licensed 
& Insured 
PA#081207

Beautiful On-Site Chapel with Daily Mass
Respite Stay Available

We Acknowledge We Appreciate

1412 Lansdowne Ave.
 Darby

610-461-6510
www.sfrehab.org

ST. FRANCIS
CENTER
Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

610-789-3717
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Granny’s Helping Hands, PA  Home Care Service- Experienced Leader
(Since 1992)

Granny’s Helping Hands has a responsibility to the community
to provide services with dignity and integrity and compassion!

Free Consultations (In-Home or Via Phone)
Employment Opportunities Available

www.grannyshelpinghands.com                           610-284-4244

Join the family of 
Home Instead CAREGivers!

www.HomeInstead.com/841
267-551-4700
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