
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening .................................................  4:30 PM
Sunday, Upper Church ........................  8:30 and 11:00 AM
Holy Day Vigil (night before Holy Day) .................. 7:00 PM
Holy Day ................................................................ 8:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday ........... 8:30 AM
Thursday............................................................... No Mass
Friday................................................................... 12:15 PM

NEW PARISHIONERS
All Catholics living in the parish should register. Our 
Welcome Center is open on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
month. Please call the Parish Offi  ce for more information.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
(Entrance through the middle, rear door of the Church)
Monday-Thursday only ... 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Friday.............................. 8:00 AM-2:30 PM 

(Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 PM)
Saturday & Sunday......... Closed

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday, Lower Church: 3:30 to 4:15 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
month at 12:00 PM.

First time parents and godparents are required to attend 
a Baptism Preparation Session which is held on the 1st 
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please call the Parish 
Offi  ce for more information.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Arrangements are to be made at least six months before the 
intended wedding date. Weddings are reserved for active 
parishioners. Pre-Cana Session is required. Please call 
Parish Offi  ce for more information.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the Rectory of Mrs. Judy Vacca, Pastoral 
Minister, when a parishioner is hospitalized or home bound.

Holy Cross ChurchHoly Cross Church
651 East Springfi eld Road • Springfi eld, Pennsylvania 19064

December 15 ,  2019 •  Third Sunday of AdventDecember 15 ,  2019 •  Third Sunday of Advent

Parish Offi  ce / Rectory ......... 610-626-3321 • 610-626-3322
Parish School ................................................610-626-1709
Religious Education .......................................610-626-1057
Convent .........................................................610-626-2491
Pastoral Minister ............................................610-259-8266
Music Director ................................................215-431-2883
Website .................................... www.holycrosscatholics.org
E-mail ............................contactus@holycrosscatholics.org

Rev. Eugene C. Wilson .............................................. Pastor
Rev. Edward C. Kelly ..................... Resident/Faculty COHS
Rev. Thomas J. Furey .................... St. Joseph Villa/Retired
Deacon Robert Frankenberger .................................Retired
Deacon Joseph N. Gousie........................................Retired
Mrs. Theresa Carey ................................Business Manager
Mrs. Judy Vacca ........................................Pastoral Minister
Dr. Mary Rose Worrilow ..........................................Principal
Mrs. Kelly Meliti .................. Director of Religious Education
Mr. Timothy Reilly ......................................... Music Director
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 Ecological sinner, repent!  Christmas trees are so TwenƟeth Century.  Maybe it’s Ɵme to put an axe 

 to that tradiƟon and spare the trees.  Well, no one (as far as I know) is suggesƟng this yet, nor am 

 I, but the term  “ecological” sin is something new and developing in theology.  Pope Francis 

 himself, recently made reference to it.  It raises some interesƟng quesƟons.  At this Ɵme of  

 the year for example, Christmas trees might be quesƟoned.  Real trees wind up being cut  

 down and all of four weeks or so later, they will be put curbside as trash.  Is this good for  

 ecology and environment?  It sure is good for those who own Christmas tree farms and  

 those who get paid to haul discarded said trees away.  Perhaps, the best soluƟon, ye sinner, 

 is an expensive and heavy live tree purchased with balled roots and planted post Christmas  

 in the back yard.  Oh, and then, there is the arƟficial tree.  This is a grave moral issue.  PlasƟcs  

 and chemicals go into its making and its eventual disposal presents an environmental  

 nightmare.  Concerning “ecological” sins, Christmas trees balled, cut, or arƟficial are the very 

 least of our problems.  The call that we have and have always had, is to one of stewardship.  

 We must do our best to protect the environment.  Why indeed throw away, when one can 

 recycle.  We pollute in oh, so many ways!  We could even make — and should make, reference  

 to the “ecological” of our souls!  Ecological sinner, repent!  Maybe we could start by simply  

 and humbly picking up the trash that we do see before us and at our feet.  A renewed  

 spiritual life and an “ecological” sainthood might begin simply by bending over and picking  

 up that  crumbled old coffee cup lying in the parking lot instead of walking over it.  Don’t throw  

 it away!  Put it under the Christmas tree next to the manger!  I guarantee that you’ll have quite  

 the story to tell come Christmas Day—a day on which God Himself, set out to pick up some 

 trash...and recycle. 

      Peace! 

      Fr. Wilson 
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MONDAY  DECEMBER 16                                           

   8:30 AM  BILL SIDEBOTTOM                                          

TUESDAY   DECEMBER 17 

   8:30 AM  BILL POPPERT 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER 18 

   8:30 AM  ROBINSON—MILLER FAMILIES 

THURSDAY  DECEMBER 19  

   No Mass 

FRIDAY   DECEMBER 20 

   12:15 PM  NERO—CERMAGNINI FAMILIES 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 21 

   8:30 AM  MC CULLOUGH & DUNLEAVY  
   FAMILIES 

  NEXT WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 21 

   4:30 PM  FRANCIS ARMSTRONG 

SUNDAY   DECEMBER 22 

   8:30 AM  TERESE NERO LAWRENCE 

 11:00 AM  PEOPLE OF HOLY CROSS 

     Confession Schedule  2019 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our Parish Advent Penance Service 
is scheduled for Monday, December 16, at 7:00 
PM.  This year we will collaborate with St. Eugene 
Parish. Confessions will be heard on the above 
date and Ɵme at St. Eugene’s.  There will be ap-
proximately 8 priests available.  

PLEASE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A 
GOOD  ADVENT/CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR CONFES-
SION.      

   Holy Cross Parish 
  CONFESSIONS       

                           Advent Penance Service  -                                            

      Monday— Dec. 16    7:00 PM  —  St. Eugene Church 

     Saturday  —  Dec. 21  —  Holy Cross  —  3:15 —4:15 PM     

              MASSES 

                      CHRISTMAS EVE 

             4:00 PM UPPER CHURCH 

             7:00 PM UPPER CHURCH 

                           CHRISTMAS DAY 

                   8:30 AM AND 11:00 AM 

                         NEW YEAR’S EVE                                  
                   4:30 PM VIGIL MASS                                                   

                      NEW YEAR’S DAY                                                     
           8:30 AM 

 Lyndi Butler                  Joanne Marks                                
Margaret Cook  Barbara McCusker                        
Maryanne Convery   Lee Anne McGough                       
Stephen Collins  Thomas Miller                                
Samuel  Dephillipo    Dan Murphy                                   
Sharon Diemer    Connie Myers                                 
Kathleen Dixon  Frances O’Callaghan                   
Janet Doherty  CharloƩe O’Leary                                
Lillian Donahue  Paige O’Leary                               
Mary Ann Farrell   Laura Palermo                              
Nicola Giordano  Francis Romano                            
Donna Giorgio  Jim Sandusky                                
Carolyn Henderson                  Rose Marie Santos                       
Steven Henderson                   Michael Sargent III                       
Stefanos Karas  Joseph Sindoni                              
Carole Kime  Adeline Sulpizio                            
Mary and Ken Kull                   George VreƩos                             
Kendall Lambert  Lily Walker                                     
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Principal’s Corner 

As the Advent season conƟnues, the students are conƟnuing to collect the Toys for Tots.  The toys will be 
delivered to a drop off point before we leave for the holidays.  

The children in grades 2—8 go to confession throughout the school year.  This week, grades 5—6 received 
the healing power of Jesus through the priest. 

The Christmas Bazaar for the students was a huge success.  I want to thank the Home and School and all 
of the volunteers who made this day so special for the children.  Santa was a big hit.  St. Nicholas came 
that day as well.   

The first trimester of the school year has ended.  It went by so quickly.  We are now in the second tri-
mester of the year.   

Our Candlelight Procession will take place on Tuesday, December 
17, at 7:00 PM in the Church.  Please come and join us as we tell the 
story of the birth of Jesus. 

RegistraƟon for our parish school will take place the last week of 
January.  Please conƟnue to check the bulleƟn and the principal’s 
corner for more informaƟon.  

Have a great week!                                                                                                                                                             
God bless you! 

Dr. Worrilow 

      

 

 

 

     

      VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   —   CHRISTMAS PRESENCE   —  CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 

We want our sick and homebound parishioners to know we think about them and pray for them, 
especially during this Holy Season.  Please share your Christmas joy by helping to deliver a special 
Christmas card and plant to our homebound on Tuesday, December 17.  All Extraordinary          
EucharisƟc Ministers to the homebound and volunteers will come to the Convent to pick up the 
pointseƫa and Christmas  card anyƟme between 9:15 AM and 1:00 PM  on Tuesday, December 
17.  All visitaƟons will be done on that day.  Thank you to all who can help bring our parish 
greeƟngs to our homebound.  
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                 Congratulations!     

Welcome to our New Parishioner  
Baptized Recently at Holy Cross 

  Camryn  Dougherty 

There is a need for addiƟonal  volunteers to assist with the counƟng 
of the Sunday collecƟon.  Each counter works with two others and is 
scheduled about once every four or five weeks.  

For addiƟonal informaƟon, please contact the Business Office at 610-
626-3321.  Thank you  very much for considering this request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Volunteers Needed for Church Christmas Decorating  

   Flowers — Saturday, December 21, 9:30 AM 

         Stable and Trees           

    Sunday, December 22, 12 Noon 
 

 



 

Page  5 

    TThe Corner             
 Brought to you by your EvangelizaƟon Team                          
“What a joy and relief to know that God loves and forgives us as 
we cleanse our hearts in preparaƟon for the giŌ of His Son.  How 
blessed we are to have this Ɵme of Advent preparaƟon, to contem-
plate both God’s mercy and His jusƟce!   What  can you do this 
week to turn back to Our Lord and to share with  family  and 
friends your own experience of Advent.?” 

  

 

     HHoly Cross Development                        

          Fundraiser 

Support Holy Cross Church and School 

 *     Each Calendar has a 4 Digit  

        Number 

 *       Each Calendar costs $50  

 *     Each Day (366) has a Cash         

       Prize   

  Daily  —  $25                             

  Weekends  —  $50                                    

  Holidays  —  $100 

  *     IIf your assigned number        

       matches  the PA nightly Pick 

       4 daily number (straight                

       match)   you win the Cash        

       Prize on the  calendar for                           

       that day. 

 *     Prize winnings will be               

       distributed weekly to all            

       winners —  checks will be        

       mailed to name and                          

      address that is registered for 

      that calendar.  

 For questions, contact:         

       hcdevelopmentfund@gmail.com 

      December 15 — Third Sunday of Advent 

ReflecƟon by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

I’ve seen the following request both in print and in 
person.  A doctor’s recepƟonist or nurse asks me:  
“May I have your insurance card and your personal 
ID?”    This always strikes me as unnecessary “red 
tape” because I would have been there before and 
done this.  Obviously I would only be there in the first 
place by order of the doctor.  But such is the security 
precauƟon needed these days in a world of rampant 
fraud.   

That kind of technological security was unknown in 
John the BapƟst’s world.  Yet authenƟcaƟng a 
stranger’s idenƟty was just as important then as it is 
now, albeit for different reasons.  In those bygone 
days, there were so many false claimants to the au-
gust Ɵtle of “Messiah” that one had to be sure.   In 
this case, we know  St. John was sure of Jesus.  Had 
he not called Him “the Lamb of God”  at the 
riverbank?  So he must have wanted his own disciples 
to have the same surety.  He was gently striving to 
get them  to shiŌ their allegiance from himself to 
Jesus.  That alone implies a beauƟful humility in Our 
Lord’s illustrious cousin.   

St. MaƩhew then gives us a full “job descripƟon,” if 
you will, of the authenƟc Messiah.  He does it 
through Jesus’ answer to John’s delegaƟon.  See the 
healing and preaching of the Good News that I’m 
doing.  Note how that captures in brief the mission  
of our Catholic Church . 

PaƟence is not always our usual American way.  But 
during this Advent season, we can try again to prac-
Ɵce it.  Our younger generaƟon needs our example.  
From that they will take the hint that following Christ 
has its ups and downs, as life itself has, but that he-
roes are not made overnight or easily.  Allow me to 
return to my opening reference to the habits of the 
medical profession.  Somebody came up with a liƩle  
homespun wisdom that plays with our language and 
opined that “it just maybe that our hospitals would 
have few pedestrian paƟents if there were more pa-
Ɵent pedestrians.” 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

• French Drains
• Foundation Repair

• Basement Remodeling
• Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
morganbasementwaterproofing.com      morganbasements.com

All Work Guaranteed

Experience Peace of Mind:
Pre-Arrange Your Burial at an

Archdiocese of Philadelphia Cemetery.

• Save today through pre-planning
• Convenient terms for all of your burial needs
• Traditional in ground, mausoleum & cremation options 
  available at most cemeteries

CALL 215-352-4001 TODAY

484-477-4032
OliverHeatCool.com

EXPERTS IN:
Heating
Cooling

Plumbing
Electrical

Home Remodeling

Beautiful On-Site Chapel with Daily Mass         Respite Stay Available

1412 Lansdowne Avenue, Darby
610-461-6510                                   www.sfrehab.org

Physical, Occupational & Speech Th erapy • Short & Long Term Care • Dementia Unit

We Care and It Shows

We Acknowledge
We Appreciate

Expresspark Airport Parking

610-325-7977
Expresspark.net

Full & Part Time Weekday & Weekend Shifts
DRIVERS & CASHIERS 

Rare Opportunity! Full Time Position
HR/PAYROLL ADMINISTRATOR

2017/2019

Transportation available for 
ALL residents of Delaware County!
• Shared Ride Program for Senior Citizens 65+
• Persons w/ Disabilities Transportation Prog.
• Medical Assistance Transportation Program
For more information call 610-490-3960

or visit us at www.ctdelco.org

GUTTER DOCTOGUTTER DOCTO
855-322-7400855-322-7400

Piazza Honda
Springfield

Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

NEW & USED • PARTS • BODY SHOP  • SERVICE

610-789-9420
780 Baltimore Pike • Springfi eld, PA 19064

www.PiazzaHondaSpringfi eld.com

Family  Ambulance Police Fire
GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking

24/7•365 - USA Based Monitoring
No Contract

FREE SHIPPING
CALL NOW! 800-866-2180

y

2
AS LOW ASAS LOW AS

$$19199595
A MonthA Month*

As Shown GPS
*911 Direct Connect

24 Hour Protection at 24 Hour Protection at HOMEHOME &  & AWAYAWAY!!
If  You LIVE ALONELIVE ALONE You Need MDMedMDMedAlert!Alert! TTM

DR. STANLEY LUBECK
BOARD CERTIFIED

DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE, FACFAOM, FASPM, FASPD
Emphasizing a conservative approach in the management of the 

FOOT & ANKLE
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY
PARK AT ENTRANCE • ONE STEP DOWN

NEUROPATHY PAIN MANAGEMENT
SPROUL & KENNERLY RDS., SPRINGFIELD

610-543-1973

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

215-427-1727

Church

Member

Discounts

O'Leary Funeral Home, Ltd.
640 E. Springfi eld Road
Springfi eld, PA 19064

Thomas J. O'Leary, Jr. Supervisor
610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com
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MARY ELIZABETH DEVINE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Drexel Hill  •   610-789-0800610-789-0800
www.LetDevineLawIntervene.com

Real Estate  Wills  Estates  Family Law  Injury Claims

MIKE D'ORAZIO
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Master Plumber
Springfi eld      328-2631Parishioner

Bill Robinson
Sales Consultant,
Parishioner

Please call for
an appointment
bill@videon.com

VIDEON CHRYS-
LER DODGE JEEP
4951 West Chester Pike

Newtown Square
610-356-7000

Cell 484-343-1856
Fax 610-325-0180

www.videon.com 

JAYNE P. LAMBERT, Realtor®

610-565-1300 x309
610-246-0778 Cell

Parishioner

JOHN HAUSER’S
DREXEL AUTOMOTIVE

Full Service Auto Repair
• Auto Inspection and Emissions
• Computerized Diagnostic Svcs
• Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance
• Tune Ups & Oil Changes 
• Shuttle Service

www.drexelautomotive.com
"OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"

Foreign
&

DomesticOwner 
Operated

518 Burmont Road, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

610-623-6679

Springfi eld, PA • 328-1131
328-1141 • 544-4811

Delivery
Service
Available

www.williamslombardofuneralhome .comwww.williamslombardofuneralhome .com

Joseph F. Lombardo Jr., SupervisorAdvanced Planning, Cremation Options
and Pet Cremation Services

610-626-2110610-626-2110
Clifton Heights, PA 19018

A

Kimberly Unger
Medicare Consultant

Medicare, Life Insurance & Annuities
856-671-2437
kaunger@assuregrp.com

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL
484.802.4267

Senior Citizen & Military Discount

$500 off  
Complete 
System
40 Gallon Hot 
Water Heater 

Bradford-White 
$925

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Peter De Maio

610-259-3939
528 Burmont Road

FULL SERVICE CATERINGFULL SERVICE CATERING

ORDER ONLINE AT

WWW.WAWACATERING.COM
855-WAWA-2GO

FREE DELIVERYFREE DELIVERY on orders of $75 or moreon orders of $75 or more
with promo codewith promo code PHILLYARCHPHILLYARCH thru 12/28/19 thru 12/28/19

(Limit 1 time per customer - Delivered Orders Only)(Limit 1 time per customer - Delivered Orders Only)

Joseph J. Capista, DDS
Joseph P. Lamb, DDS

Robert J. Spennato, DMD
Daniel P. Tibbetts, DMD
David M. Maconi, DDS

Broomall: 610-353-2700

Aesthetic&General Dentistry

Serving the Delaware County 
for over 40 years

USA NCC
General Contractor Inc.

www.usancc.com • www.usancc.net
Kitchens • Baths • Drywall • Ceiling • Doors • Windows • Ceramic 

Flooring • Electrical • Plumbing • Roofi ng • Painting • Siding
Quality Work • Licensed & Insured • Professional Home Remodeling

Tom                 215-358-2456 | usancc@yahoo.com
May the joy of season bring you 
love and peace. Merry Christmas

to wonderful community!
Here to help life go right®

Jeff DiBlasi, Agent
5 E Woodland Ave
Springfield, PA 19064
Bus: 610-544-AUTO
www.insurewithjeff.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708158
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