HOLY CR!

3

1948 2023

%, 15T &

Sharing our enthusiasm for our faith;
Nurturing love of others;
Leading people to Christ.

651 E. Springfield Road
Springfield, PA 19064

holycrosscatholics.org

Parish and School Staff

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Steven W. Kiernan, Pastor
Deacon Thomas Taylor

PARISH OFFICE
(610)626-3321
contactus@holycrosscatholics.org
Theresa Carey, Business Manager
Donna Berg, Parish Secretary
Betty Mclintyre, Safe Environment Coordinator
Andrew Ryan, Bulletin Editor

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
(610)-626-1057
PREPHolyCross@gmail.com
Kelly Meliti, Director of Religious Education
Linda Ryan, Administrative Assistant

HoLy CrRoss CATHOLIC SCHOOL
(610)-626-1709
hcscrusaders.com
Daniel Salvatore, Principal
Ellen Spurrier, Enrollment/Tuition Manager
Sheila Moeller, Receptionist

PARISH Music MINISTRY
holycrossmus@gmail.com
Grete Ingalls, Music Director

Parish Communication

To receive e-mail and text updates from the parish, text

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Tuesday-Friday: 8:30 am

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am

Holy Day & Holiday Masses
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Saturday: 3:30-4:15 pm
or by appointment

Parish Devotions

Holy Rosary
Tuesday-Friday after Mass

Adoration Chapel
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Chapel located in back of rectory

Sacrament of the Sick
Please call the parish office or
speak to the priest after Mass to
request the Anointing of the Sick.
If in a hospital or nursing home,
please ask the staff to notify the
parish that covers that facility.

Sacrament of Baptism
2nd and 4th Sundays at 12 noon
Please call the office to schedule
the baptism of children. Parents and
godparents must attend a Baptism
Preparation Session.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples looking to get married at
Holy Cross should contact the
pastor at least six months before
the intended wedding date to
discuss marriage preparations and
schedule the wedding.

Holy Communion for the

Homebound
Please call the parish office.

Parish Office Hours

Monday-Thursday, 9:00-12:00 & 1:00-4:00
Closed Fridays, Holidays and Holy Days

holycrossdelco to 84576.

Office is located in the back of the church building




SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024

FROM THE PASTOR

During the homily at all of our Sunday Masses, | spoke about our vision for transformation as a parish
and our priority to cultivate a generous and welcoming parish culture. Below are some facts and figures
to help you understand why this is so critical.

Parish Membership and engagement has shrunk dramatically:
¢ In 2012, we had 2,078 registered households and 5,511 registered members. Today, those numbers
are 844 and 2,421.
* |In 2012, we baptized 62 infants; in 2023, 31. Twenty-two weddings happened here in 2012; last year:
four.
» Fifty-one funerals happened here in 2012; in 2023, that number was 60
¢ |In 2012, an average of 877 people attended Mass on Sunday. In 2023, that number is 318.

Financial Support of the parish is dangerously insufficient:

¢ For the year ending June 2021, the parish and school ran at a combined loss of $266,000.

e For the year ending June 2022, the parish and school ran a combined loss of $103,000.

* Asyou see in our bulletin each week, our collections are often 50-60% of what we need to sustain
operations.

* Around 58% of our parishioners give the parish less than a dollar a week on average.

* To keep up with our ordinary expenses, we would need every contributing family to give us around
$35-$40 per week. That doesn't include extraordinary expenses, like emergency repairs to our aging
facilities.

If we stay on our present course, it's only a matter of time before Holy Cross Parish ceases to exist. As
your pastor, | don't want that. The archbishop didn't send me here to nurse the parish in its final years
until it eventually dies. We have an opportunity to turn the parish around. And that's what we're going
to try to do with our participation in the Next Generation Parish. But it can’'t happen without you. We
will need everyone who loves and cares about this parish to step up so this transformation can happen.
With the help of God and the commitment of our parish family, | believe good things are possible and
our future at Holy Cross can be bright.

Speaking of the next generation, next Sunday we will welcome Bishop Fitzgerald to Holy Cross to
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at the 11:00 Mass. Please keep our students who will be
receiving the sacrament in your prayers, that they may use the gifts of the Holy Spirit they receive in the
Sacrament to help build the Kingdom of God. This will also be your first opportunity to help promote a
welcoming culture: your normal pew may be reserved for our confirmandi and their families. Please be
gracious!

e ———————— . Reading I: Genesis 9: 8-15
: i The story of the Great Flood and Noah's leadership is one in which the world is cleansed by
i water. There follows a covenant between God and the people symbolized by a rainbow which
] St ! will mean the end of future rainstorms before they destroy the world.

i Reading II: 1 Peter 3:18-22
u n ay 0 i The victory of Christ over sin is applied to Christians by baptism. This was prefigured by the
: ! cleansing waters of the Great Flood.

! The Gospel: Mark 1: 12-15
! The brief and simple narrative of Mark contrasts with the more elaborate scriptural debate

between the devil and Jesus, as portrayed in both Matthew and Luke, both of which followed
Mark in time.

......................................
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A MASSES FOR
%8| THE WEEK

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
8:30 AM - No Mass
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
8:30 AM - Those in the Memorial Fund
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
8:30 AM - Alice Loftus
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
8:30 AM - Mary Ann Purcell
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
8:30 AM - Nucero Family
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
8:30 AM - No Mass
4:30 PM - Jarmath Ward
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

8:30 AM - For the People of Holy Cross

11:00 AM - For Our Confirmands

SANCTUARY LAMP

This week's Sanctuary Lamp
intention is for:

Church - John Kemmey
Chapel - Benny Petransky

COLLECTION INFORMATION

Weekly Need $13,350
Weekly Collection, February 11

Total $7,897
Electronic $3.129

Basket & Mail-Ins $4,786

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

On Thursday we celebrate the Feast of The
Chair of St Peter. Let's pray for the Church
today.

Lord, open our minds and hearts that the
fresh air of faith blows open the doors of
stubbornness and doubt and brings new life
into souls. Amen.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Richard McCullough
Larry McCusker
Francis Murray

Consiglia Borreli
Lyndi Butler
Mary Ann Carroll
George Dickinson  Charlotte O’Leary
Dawn Gibbons Paige O'Leary
Carolyn Henderson Katherine Patrone
Steven Henderson Mary Rafferty
Jimmy Keating Ronnie Sidebottom
Natalie Giorgio Kitts Joseph Sindoni

Ken Kull Adeline Sulpizio
Mary Kull Jean Super
Kendall Lambert Valerie Thompson
Alice Loftus Betty Tomczyk

Deacon Joe Gousie Rosemarie Colaberdino
Lee Anne McGough Madalyn Parr

Joann Marks Carter Claire Walton
Maryanne McCauley Mike Calbertta

Matthew Bannon Alexander Passquini
Mary Ann Nero Melissa Dunsee

Jack McGough Mildred Mancini

Bill Homony Susan Cortese

Mary Ellen Sweeney Andrea Emilia Bernabey
Roxanne Tamayo Deacon Frankenberger




Casserole Drop-Off Date

The next drop-off is Tuesday, February 20th
between 4:00 and 5:00 PM at the gym annex. The
casseroles are appreciated by the homeless who
visit St. John’s Hospice at 12th and Race St,,
Philadelphia. You can make any casserole that
you like. Please mark the casserole with the date
prepared. Call Connie Labowitz at 610-328-0599
with any questions. Thank you!

Sister Mary Scullion Lecture

This Lecture is part of Bonner & Prendie's yearlong 70th
anniversary celebration

Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High
School (Bonner & Prendie) in Drexel Hill (Delaware County) will
host Sister Mary Scullion R.S.M,, President and Executive
Director of Project HOME, as part of a lecture series. All are
welcome to attend.

Sister Mary will speak to the Bonner & Prendie community
about her life's work, the inspiration that led to her desire to
care for the homeless in Philadelphia, and her mission at
Project HOME. In addition, Sister will be accompanied by a
resident of Project HOME who will share a personal story.
Wednesday, March 27, 2024

7:00 p.m.

Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High
School

Anthony F. Frederico Class of '69 Auditorium

403 North Lansdowne Avenue

Drexel Hill, PA 19026 (Delaware County)

The month of February is here, and our students and
teachers are working hard here at Holy Cross School.
This month our teachers have engaging Black History
lessons and projects for students. We have many feast
days to celebrate this month.

We are officially moved from the happy face stickers to
the Good Deed Beads in February. Each week teachers
and staff members will get 4 tickets. When a student
demonstrates one of the expectations well, or does
something above and beyond without being
prompted, they can get a Good Deed Bead.

We wish our students luck as they work towards this
reward.

To re- enforce our students’ Math skills, students are
working on Xtramath daily, either in class or at home.
XtraMath is a free program that helps students master
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts,
We are working every day to make Holy Cross a
wonderful place for our students and our families.

If you know anyone looking for a good quality Catholic
education for their children, please recommmend Holy
Cross School. We welcome families to schedule a tour
and find out what Holy Cross as to offer their
student(s).

St. Cyril School Reunion

Please join us for St. Cyril's All Class Reunion 95th Anniversary
Celebration benefitting SS. Cyril & Philomena Catholic School. It will be
held at the Oaks Ballroom in Glenolden, Pa on Saturday, April 13, 2024
from 6:30 till 10:30pm. Tickets are $65.00 per person. Tickets can be
purchased online at tinyurl.com/cyril-95th. For more information contact
Jim or Barb Gray at 610- 284-5984 or Jim at jeg19026@gmail.com.

Delco Pro-Life Meeting

Please join us for our monthly Delco Pro-Life group
meeting on Wednesday, February 21, at 7 PM in St. Dorothy
Parish Conference Room in the Rectory Basement in
Drexel Hill. Entrance is from the parking lot.

Your prayers and suggestions are most welcome.

Jesus, protect and save the unborn.

Special Event: Alan Ames -
Catholic Evangelist, Author and
Healer

Alan Ames has traveled to more than 50 countries on
six continents since 1994, During his travels, Alan shares
his amazing "Saul to Paul" conversion story and a
powerful healing gift. Alan has ministered to
multitudes suffering from physical, mental, emotional
and spiritual ailments around the world.

On Sunday, March 10, a special event featuring Alan
Ames will occur at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Morton, PA, starting with the celebration of Sunday
Liturgy at noon. Following the conclusion of the
Sunday liturgy, we will have Alan's testimony, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, and a Healing Service.
Confessions will also be offered.

WHERE: Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH) Church,
2130 Franklin Ave., Morton, PA 19070

WHEN: March 10, beginning with Noon Mass
Registration is requested (but not required) by going to
www.olphmorton.org. All are Welcome!

FORMED

A Free Gift to you from Holy Cross Parish
PROGRAMS - MOVIES - AUDIO - BOOKS

Catholic

There are so many choices for Lent! “Whole 40: Making a
Spiritual Plan For Lent” is an 18 minute discussion with Dr Ben
Akers about challenging yourself this Lent, with a link to the
FORMEDNOW Lenten daily reflections. “The Catholic Parent” is
a new series with real-life families discussing real-life situations,
sometimes very funny.

Signing up for FORMED is EASY and FREE!

1. Just go to FORMED.org or download the FORMED app

2. Enter your ZIP code and select “Holy Cross” from the drop-
down menu and press “Next”

3. Register with your name and email address

4. Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED.
No password is needed and you will have full access to the site.
ENJOY!



http://www.olphmorton.org/

Scrip Program

Support our organization while you shop!
The easy way to raise money, buy gift cards and earn
for Holy Cross School.

Start earning with the RaiseRight mobile app today or
fill out a Scrip Order Form and return to the Business
Office. The Scrip Order Forms are available at the
entrances of the church OR Download the RaiseRight
mobile app from the app store using your
smartphone or tablet or go to RaiseRight.com on your
computer.

Have questions about getting started? Call the
ShopWithScrip Customer Support team at 1-800-727-
4715 option 3.

Three Parish Book Club

The next meeting of the Book Cub will be on
Wednesday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Holy Cross Parish Center, At each meeting
members and guests offer suggestions for
spiritual reading as well as discussing the
selected book. You need not have read the
month'’s selection to attend the meeting, If you
would like to join the discussion or if you would
like more information, please contact Joy Van
Berg at 610 328-2095 or at
joyvanberg@gmail.com.

February
In the School of the Holy Spirit by Jacques
Philippe

March
On the Incarnation by St. Athanasius

Food Pantry Update

As we prepare for the Lenten Season, many are helping to fill
our pantry shelves. Over the last month, the following groups
have provided additional support to our pantry.

Our Holy Cross school children collected personal supplies
(shampoo, soap, toothbrushes...you get the idea) during
Catholic Schools Week. A Big Thank You to our school
children.

St. Francis ran a food and sock drive and our Neighbors in
Need were very grateful. St. Anastasia runs a monthly
collection and we are now the recipient of their goodies.
Scenic Hills Elementary school provided a truckload of food to
our pantry. Sts. Peter and Paul (West Chester) Confirmation
students made kiddie bags (for folks who bring their children
for their food pick-ups). The message of our pantry is reaching
further out and we are very grateful.

Our Knights of Columbus partipated in the "Souper Bowl of
Caring" and provided many needed supplies. What a Great
Community activity and Thanks to All who participated in this
initiative.

If you know anyone in need of food in Delco, please let them
know that we are open Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:30. We do
not open until all our school is closed.

We are always in need of cereal, oatmeal, mac & cheese, pasta
and pasta sauce, peanut butter, rice and beans if you are able
to help. (No glass please).

God Bless All of You for your prayers and generosity.
Your Friends from the SVDP Holy Cross Food Pantry

Lenten Bible Study

Please join us every week for Weekly Bible Study!

We will begin our Lenten series the week of February 25,
after the conclusion of our current study of the Gospel of
Mark. For LENT this year, we will go deeper into the
Weekly Sunday Readings. As always, we study at your
convenience, either Monday evenings or Wednesday
mornings in the Parish Center, so PICK THE TIME that is
best for you. If you choose the Wednesday morning
option, we begin right after the 8:30 Mass, so please
consider joining us for Mass that morning. Come a few
minutes early to meet others and to get your seat. No
workbooks are required for this Lenten study, but please
bring your Bible. Light refreshments are provided.

When: Mondays, February 26 thru March 25, 7:00 - 8:30
PM

OR: Wednesdays, February 28 thru March 27, 9:15 -10:45
AM

It is always helpful to have a headcount. To save a seat or
for more information, contact Pattie Stevens at
pattiejstevens@comcast.net or 484.868.8571

Eucharistic Adoration

—n izt

LOOKING for some peace
and quiet? | know the perfect
place.

LOOKING for someone you
can TRUST? | know Who you
can go to.

St. Catherine Laboure. “If you listen God will speak
to you, with the good Lord you have to both
speak and listen, God always speaks to you when
you approach Him plainly and simply”.

We have the perfect intimate chapel here at Holy
Cross where you can come to accomplish all of
the above!

PLEASE consider visiting with Jesus weekdays
from 9:00am to 7:00pm.

We are in need of adorers to maintain our current
Adoration schedule!

For more information please contact Eileen 610-
213-3369
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Divine Mercy Retreat

April 5-7,2024 $275 in person, 3 days, 2 nights and $75
virtually This is a co-ed Retreat Assumption and Immaculate
Conception Halls Check in at 4:00 PM on Friday Retreat ends
with the 3:00 PM Divine Mercy Sunday Sign up:
www.malvernretreat.com/events/divine-mercy-2024/

16th Annual Man Up Philly

Men's Spirituality Conference - Saturday,
March 2, 2024

From Death Into Life (1In3:14)

The men of our parish are invited to join Catholic Men
from throughout the Archdiocese for the 16th Annual
Man Up Philly Men'’s Conference on March 2 nd at
Cardinal O'Hara HS. Speakers include Phillies Hall of
Famer, Mike Schmidt, acclaimed author of Back to Life,
Danny Bader, That Man is You VP, Mark Hartfiel,

and Coordinator of Young Life, Deacon Nathan Gunn.
And back by popular demand, Mark Forrest,
internationally recognized Irish tenor, who will lead our
Eucharistic Adoration. The Sacrament of

Reconciliation will be available, and the Conference wiill
conclude with Mass celebrated by our archbishop
Most Reverend Archbishop Nelson Perez.

For more information and to register go to the website:
www.manupphilly.com

O’Hara Class of 1974 Reunion

Cardinal O'Hara High School is planning a 50th Reunion for
the Class of 1974. The reunion is October 19, 2024 at Llanerch
Country Club. For more information or to update your email
and mailing address, contact John Caramanico at
jcaramanico56@gmail.com or 610.633.0783.

March 27, 2024
7:00 PM

Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop
Prendergast Catholic High School

Anthony F. Frederico Class of '82 Auditorium

Haosted by the Alumnoe Committes of
the B&P Alumni Ambassodors Council

We are blessed and thrilled to have Sister Mary Scullion R.S.M.
speak to our school community about her life's work, the
inspiration that led to her desire to care for the homeless in
Philadelphia, and her work at Project HOME.

» No Charge
« Open to the public
« QEA to follow

Dar school community prays daiky to St Augustine and St. Katharine
Drexel In the spift of these two saints, Sister Mary Sculllon modeis
the love through action taught and Ived by these twosalnis Tis

an honor to have Sister join us for an evening of conversation

&“’EP%%
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www.bonnerprendie.com

save
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Mark your Calendars Now

so you don’t miss out

on any of these upcoming fun events.

Tell your Family and Friends!

February 17'" - KOC Spaghetti Dinner
& Trivia Contest

Spaghetti é/
Dinner E

Feb 23™ Captain Chucky’s

*Crah Cakes Pickup

March 17™
KOC—-Pancake Breakfast
p Night A¢
T
=
The Races
April 27th

June 2nd

Ry

Octaher 5"‘

TBD - Annual Craft Fair
e el S Wl e W e Wy

| GRAPTRAID,
FEEB
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- d For Your Heating
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Pgaéi‘lgfal'ld pust (ooling
Plumbing
Electrical

Home Remodeling

484-477-4032
OliverHeatCool.com

&

catholicmaich

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/datePA

Parishioner

e 5

WATERPROOFIN SOLUTIONS

Springfield
Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

Mallory s Army
Foundation

United Together In The
Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com

NEW & USED « PARTS + BODY SHOP + SERVICE

(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
It's easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY

610-789-9420
780 Baltimore Pike * Springfield, PA 19064
www.PiazzaHondaSpringfield.com

RETHITK -
REBULD <
£ 8
Pf] vle o It Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

Fudng” ABER

F R E Eoownioan:
w
All Work Guaranteed

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH

www.DryTechCorp.com

spovsovs for thewr -
support during the past year!® ™ ©
Your continued support has not gone

unnoticed by your parish community and
is SO appreciated!

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (1)

EligE i
% i 610-696-0100
§ noco www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
5upp0ft American
Y > Red Cross
our
C ommu ﬂity Make a Difference in Your Community
...and your Church! Vo LU NTE E R
“? with the American Red Cross
%‘%CN- Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

SPEND

INCREASE YOUR
Locy

VISIBILITY IN THE
COMMUNITY

) Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

b

CONTACT ME
Marsha Haney

mhaney@jppc.net

(941) 445-0778
John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net



LOMBARDO FUNERAL HOMES_‘
Clifton Heights, PA Springfield, PA . ;
610-626-2110 610-544-3222 Services Unig
Joseph E. Lombardo Jr. Joseph G. McBrearty - & Wi
Supervisor Supervisor ) Vs 5
ADVANCED PLANNING, CREMATION OPTIONS AND PET CREMATION SERVICES www.lombardofuneralhomes.com
Furio’s JOHN HAUSER’S
Deli & Cafe ;
110 W. Baltimore Pike, Clifton Heights V4 o DREXEI- AUTOMOTIVE
RS s O Eeelrlz:acrg We do catering from the small Aesthem < General Dentistry I Full Service Auto Repair
Bt aviaie | affair to the lavish party! : N = * Auto Inspection and Emissions
Sprlngfleld, PA + 328-1131 (61 0) 626-2900 Serving the Delaware County | Iy Foreign o Computerized Diagnostic Sves
328-1141 +544-4811 www.FuriosDeli.com RCo ey o ! > & * Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance

Owner Domestic

o Joseph J. Capista, DDS Operated * Tune Ups & Oil Changes
. Robert J. Spennato, DMD + Shuttle Service
eV I n e Law Associates, PC | papiel . Tibbetts, DMD www.drexelautomotive.com

. . Jarred E. Gettes, DMD "OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"
Full Service Law Firm | AlexaN. Spennato, DMD ESEQ Drexel Hill, PA 19026

Real Estate Broomall: 610-353-2700 18 Burmont Road, 61 0'623'6679

Wills & Estate Planning Ned; m—
Executor Counseling e_:ﬁ;‘; guestlons :

N
’ " Estate Administration Lz

Fre Intal Phone Consultation (RSN Yete et 1 OO/ DISCOUNT ON
_— a utufaris 3
ol 510-735-0300 SRR © O BURIAL SPACE

610.639.2480

kathy@tristateseniors.com

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

¥ :

Advance Planning helps save families from
emotional and financial burdens at the time of death!

www.LetDevineLawlntervene.com

Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION

latest offers
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured r
00 o by bulletin "'Tt},*'

484.200.8321 SS;PETERAND PAUL

. 4 LY
99 BEB sponsors e
*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be
R E E combined with other offers. Excludes prior puvdvases Viault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.
RIGH' I ‘MY \DO\NNLOAD‘ PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING ’h ~4

MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR W waRcH 13, 2024
610'789-3717 : ST.ALQYSIS ,

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com : ACADEMY

St. Aloysius Academy is the only private, Catholic,
K-8 school for boys in the five county Philadelphia
metro area committed to the spiritual, moral,

n T N and academic development of each student.
e | To register, please call us at 610-525-1670 or
admissions@staloysiusacademy.org
www.staloysiusacademy.org

@'?ieary Funeral Bome, Lid.

OPEN HOUSE

640 E. Springfield Road * Springfield, PA 19064
I lh_» Thomas J. O'Leary, Jr. Supervisor * Kathleen O'Leary, F.D. ¢ Colleen Fagioli, F.D.

610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (B) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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