651 East Springfield Road ¢ Springfield, Pennsylvania 19064

JAHUARY 3, 2021 * TBE EPIPBAHY OF OUR LORD

Parish Office / RECtOry.......ccccoevviiiiiriiiieee, 610-626-3321

610-638-4243
Parish School ... 610-626-1709
Religious Education.............cccccvvvvivenieeeeennnnne 610-626-1057
CONVENT ..ottt 610-626-2491
Music DIrector.........uvvveeeeeeiiiinns holycrossmus@gmail.com
WeDbSite.......oovveviiiiiiiieecs www.holycrosscatholics.org
E-mail ..., contactus@holycrosscatholics.org

Saturday EVENING .......coovviiiiiieiiiiee e 4:30 PM
Sunday, Upper Church ...........ccccvveeen. 8:30 and 11:00 AM
HOIY DAY ..o As announced
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday........... 8:30 AM
Friday™ ..o 12:15 PM

*Currently suspended - view online only

NEW PARISHIONERS

All Catholicsliving in the parish should register. Our Welcome
Center located in the hallway behind the sanctuary is open
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Please call the
Parish Office for more information.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
(Entrance through the middle, rear door of the Church)
Monday-Thursday only... 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Friday.......ccooovvevvviieennenn. 8:00 AM-2:30 PM

(Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 PM)

Rev. Eugene C. WilSON..........ccovveeiiiiiiieiiiieec e Pastor
Rev. Edward C. Kelly..................... Resident/Faculty COHS
Rev. Thomas J. Furey .................... St. Joseph Villa/Retired
Deacon Thomas L. Taylor..................... Permanent Deacon
Deacon Robert Frankenberger............ccccoovveennnnn. Retired
Deacon Joseph N. GOUSIE.........ccceeviiviveeiiiiiieeeee, Retired
Mrs. Theresa Carey........cccccovvcvveveerninnnn. Business Manager
Dr. Mary ROSe WOITIIOW..........cvvvieiiiiiiiiciiiieeeee Principal
Mrs. Kelly Meliti .................. Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Grete Ingalls. MM, CAGO........ccccc.cc..... Music Director

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday, Lower Church: 3:30 to 4:15 PM or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the
month at 12:00 PM.

First time parents and godparents are required to attend
a Baptism Preparation Session which is held on the 1st
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please call the Parish
Office for more information.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Arrangements are to be made at least six months before the
intended wedding date. Weddings are reserved for active
parishioners. Pre-Cana Session is required. Please call
Parish Office for more information.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call Deacon Thomas Taylor or the Parish Office
when a parishioner is hospitalized or home bound.



| don’t remember exactly who it was that played the part of the Wise Men, but | do know that they certainly
didn’t have to travel that far following the star to our Bethlehem. The sanctuary of our church wasn't al that
big. How far those particular Wise Men have travelled since, | really have to wonder. For the actual Magi,
the return trip home was indeed longer. Remember that they went back by a different route in order to avoid
Herod. They probably took the back roads, which usually mean alonger journey. It isalong journey to en-
counter the Christ Child, but once encountered, the journey becomes even longer as that Child growsinto a
Man — and we grow with Him. The Christmas Play of my youth was certainly something memorable for me.
Asl said, | don’'t remember exactly who played the Wise Men, but | most certainly remember who played
Mary and Joseph. Mary was played by Mary Beth, my classmate and an outstanding student. She wasreally
smart and so outgoing. She had avery kind personality and everybody liked her including me. Joseph was
played by yourstruly. | don’t know why | was picked. Maybe Sister Margaret had a premonition of my fu-
ture journey or maybe, she was just very well aware that Joseph spoke ne’er aword in all of Sacred Scripture
and she knew how very self-conscious | was as a public speaker. Deep down, | still don’t really like public
speaking. Cursiveismore my thing. At any rate, | was so grateful not to have a speaking part, but nonethe-
less | was still nervous. Part of Joseph’s role iswalking with and guiding Mary. This Joseph had to walk with
and guide Mary aswell. That was accomplished in front of EVERY ONE while holding Mary’s hand. | would
have been nervous holding Mary Beth’s hand in aroom all by ourselves, let alone standing in front of the
whole student body with al their parents, siblings, the parish priests, and our nuns present to boot! | had to
keep wiping my sweaty palms on my tunic. Stop wiping your hands, Sister said more than once! | couldn’t
help it. Being called out in front of everyone didn’t help either. My heart raced alittle bit and | had a funny
feeling in my stomach as | held Mary Beth’s hand. Maybe that’s how Saint Joseph himself, felt as he had the
privilege of holding the Blessed Mother’s hand. Mary Beth, as kind as she was, never once said anything
about my sweaty hands and she played her role very sweetly, staring deeply into my eyes during one part.
There goes that stomach thing again. My parents were so proud. They beamed with pride asit was their son
that was chosen to play the part of Saint Joseph at the annual Christmas Play in his Eighth Grade year. Asa
class, it took al of us eight yearsto get to this Bethlehem. Quite the journey, indeed! However, the subse-
guent journey was even longer and those “back roads’ can prove challenging at timesto say the least. Mary
Beth’'sjourney ended al too soon with news of atragic car accident while we were in high school. Sister Mar-
garet’s journey would end far too soon as well with a cancer diagnosis. Recently, | learned of another class-
mate’ s passing due to COVID. | believe that she played an Angel and she was sure like onein life. Now, that
| think of it, | believe one of the Wise Men was my buddy, Chuck. He kept making stage whispers of a sort
involving tawdry things regarding Mary and Joseph’ s hand-holding. It didn’t help my sweaty palms. Chuck’s
journey sadly ended far too soon too. My point is not asad one. My point isthe journey, because life is about
the journey. None of us were sad following our Christmas Play that year; quite the opposite. We werein our
final year of grade school and we had our whole lives and the whole world in front of us. Wewere al Wise
Men setting out on a journey of return, leaving, yes, a Child, childhood, and sweaty palms behind, but bringing
aMature Message of Hope to the world. It is exactly this same message that our world needs today as we be-
ginaNew Year. Regardless of the challenges that lie ahead, journey hopefully and bring the Hope of Christ to
the world as we make our circuitous and “back roads’ return Home!

Peace! Fr. Wilson
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The Week 25 )

MONDAY JANUARY 4
8:30 AM Vivian & George Amorosa
TUESDAY JANUARY 5
8:30 AM Bob Cassidy
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6
8:30 AM Deceased Members of the Steck
Family
THURSDAY JANUARY 7
8:30 AM No Mass

Friday—Public Mass suspended during the green phase. Mass avail-

able online.
FRIDAY JANUARY 8

His Eminence Jerome Edward Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee

12:15 PM

NEXT WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday Collection, December 27

Due to the Christmas Holiday the num-
bers for the Sunday collection were not
available a the time of bulletin submis-

sion.

SATURDAY JANUARY 9

8:30 AM Joanne Marks

4:30 PM William Heiden, Jr.
SUNDAY JANUARY 10

8:30 AM Deceased Members of the Lambert

Family
11:00 AM People of Holy Cross
On-Line Giving

Join the growing number of Holy Cross Parishioners who
contribute to the Sunday offertory by electronic means.
It is convenient and easy. Please visit our website and
click on “Our Parish” and then the “Parish Giving” tab or
contact the business office for assistance.

PHILADELPHIA MARCH FORLIFE

Come to the Philadelphia March for Life

on Saturday, January 23. Mass will be celebrated
by Archbishop Nelson Perez at the Cathedral at
9:00 AM, followed by a March at 10:30 to Inde-
pendence Mall with a stop at the Philadelphia
Women's Center, where 5,500 abortions are per-
formed each year. The 12:00 noon Rally at Inde-
pendence Mall will include pro-life speakers includ-
ing Archbishop Nelson Perez along with nationally
prominent pro-life advocate Jason Jones. Come to
witness for LIFE!

PRO-LIFE-UNION

OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA
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| Pray for the Sick |
of our Parish

OJPPC

ill Burke

haron Burr

yndi Butler
argaret Cook
tephen Collins
amuel Dephillippo
ancy DeSanctis
eorge Dickinson
anet Doherty
errence (Terry) Gibson
ella Giordano
icola Giordano
onna Giorgio
arolyn Henderson
teven Henderson
tefanos Karas
arole Kime

ary and Ken Kull
endall Lambert

Joanne Marks

Lucy Mashura, S.F.O.
Barbara McCusker
Lee Anne McGough
Dan Murphy

Connie Myers
Frances O’Callaghan
Charlotte O’Leary
Paige O’Leary

Mary Ann Purcell
Mary Rafferty

Rose Marie Santos
Michael Sargent Il
Theresa Sherwin
Joseph Sindoni

Fr. Paul Stenson
George Vrettos

Lily Walker

Nadia Waltanski
Carter Walton

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

We know that the Epiphany is traditionally
celebrated all over the world on January 6,
and is dedicated to the birth of Christ,
which includes a nod toward the three
Kings who followed the star, travelling
from their countries to pay tribute to the
Son of God. But did you know....

The three Kings represent Europe, Arabia
and Africa?

---Catholic Online

Catholic Relief Services Collection

The annual Catholic Relief Services collec-
tion funds Catholic agencies that work for
the benefit of our brothers and sisters
around the world. This collection supports
vital Catholic programs that share in the
Catholic mission of promoting the sacred-
ness of human life. The collection will be
taken up the weekend of January 16 and 17,
2021. We appreciate your generosity.
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Holy Cross Development Fundraiser
$$ 365 Chances to Win $$

Support Holy Cross Church and School

Purchase a Calendar for $50.00. Each calendar has a 4
-digit number. Each day (365) has a cash prize.

Daily $50.00
Weekends $100.00
Holidays $150.00

If your assigned number matches the PA nightly Pick 4
daily number (straight match) you win the cash prize
on the calendar for that day. Fill out a calendar fund-
raiser form and return to the Business Office or place
in the Sunday collection basket. For any questions,
please contact hcdevelopmentfund@gmail.com.
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WVisit with Jesus in our
Adoration Chapel
g:00 AM - 7:00 PM Monday — Friday
Need info call
Ronnie 610.623.8412 or Office 610.626.3321

Food Pantry Update
The Food Pantry will reopen on January 6, 2021.

Our volunteers and Neighbors in Need have no words to ex-
press our immense gratitude and sincere appreciation.
Thanks to all of you (Holy Cross parishioners), our volun-
teers, Holy Cross Knights of Columbus, our school children,
Springfield Boy Scout Troop 512 and Cub Scout Pack 240,
Sisters of Mercy at Merion, Erie Insurance for your generos-

ity during this holiday season.

The pantry provided Christmas food fixings and desserts to
our Most in Need Neighbors on December 23.

If you know any Delco residents, who require food, please let
them know we are open every Wednesday f rom 3:30 to 6:00
PM, directly behind Holy Cross School.

God Blessings to All, wishing you a safe and healthy Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Your Friends from the St. Vincent de Paul Society Food
Pantry Team
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Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

From boyhood | have always loved the Epiphany story, perhaps because the magi manage to bring a touch of the exotic
and color to the nearly monochrome stable scene of the first Christmas. More than that, their very arrival after a pre-
sumably long dangerous journey has always underscored the attractive power and authentic divinity of the baby Je-
sus. Also, the stark contrast the gift bearers make with the humble homespun couple and their newborn has always
struck me with how God acts in ways that challenge our expectations.

Of course, we should not be surprised how often God does this, thoroughly upsetting our ideas about “how things ought
to be.” When our notions clash with His, urging us to ask for Him to change His decision, He simply refers to His prior
admission that “My ways are not yours” and the added codicil “Learn from Me.”

We could ask “Shouldn’t the wise men have pooled their resources to set up this young couple and their child in the best
room at the inn?” Not a proper question albeit a natural one. We have to accept God the Father’s “No” to that.

To that we add the vexing question for the Jews at that time: “Why does Yahweh allow these gentiles to receive a warm
welcome from God when we are His chosen people?” A hard pill for them to swallow as they heard this story.

Inevitably, we come to think about our personal failure in at least one aspect of our lives. One would think that after all
this time, all these centuries since the Bethlehem event, and the clear teaching of the grown-up Nazarene, we would still
be guilty of racial prejudice. And what about this awful habit of practically naming ourselves “God’s selected ones” all
the time forgetting the petty betrayal of Him involved in our every sin? One could analyze that each sin of ours is like a
spike of rough straw chafing an infant’s skin. Or more heinous, like a thorn crowning a condemned God-Man’s sacred
head.

We have our work cut out for us, as in our imaginations we rise up from our knees behind the wise men when they stand
up. We know they won't be going back to Herod with any report. Nor will they take the same route home. Nobody who
has seen Christ goes away the same. They will have learned without any words from the Holy Infant what it takes to be
truly wise. All of this is what makes the Epiphany celebration wonderful. Our Eastern rite brothers and sisters celebrate
this day more than Christmas. It is the day our God revealed Himself as Someone available to everybody and not to just
one race.

When | find myself tempted to join the growing number of cynics in the world beyond my front door, who seem more ag-
gressive these days than we are in spreading their convictions, | can recall this scene for comfort. It has adorned many
a Christmas card; been added to literary fiction in Henry Van Dyke’s story of “The Other Wise Man,” and immortalized in
music as the subject of Menotti’s opera “Amahl and the Night Visitors.”

In my mind | see the weary camels shaking the tiny bells in their livery. | hear rustling silk in the apparel of the extraordi-
nary travelers from the East. | smell the aroma of incense competing with the stink of the stable. And | see the look of
delight on that tiny Face which | believe with all my heart to be my God'’s countenance.

May that same God love you throughout this New Year and give you His peace.




QB';LBarp funera[ %Ume’ ;Ltb‘ CDMMUN;E{ TRANSIT
640 E. Springfield Road Transportation available for

. ; ALL residents of Delaware County!
) pringtie Id , PA 19064 + Shared Ride Program for Senior Citizens 65+
* Persons w/ Disabilities Transportation Prog.

Thomas J. O' Leary, Jr. Su perv isor « Medical Assistance Transportation Program

F information call 610-490-3960
610-259-1959 | www.olearyfuneral.com ‘;i”v”é?fJZZ{”v“Gv'&”Nfitdemo.org

Piazza Honda
Heating Springfield

pmiﬂﬂg Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

Electrical
NEW & USED ¢ PARTS « BODY SHOP « SERVICE

Home Remodeling
484-477-4032 610-789-9420
780 Baltimore Pike « Springfield, PA 19064

OliverHeatCOOLCom www.PiazzaHondaSpringfield.com

I
- ‘ Parishioner &
basement waterproofing "
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation | Funding= ABER,

All Work Guaranteed : B A S E M E N T
610-696-0100 CuemsERes  WATERPROOFING

and the community

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com . in realtime! ! FO U N DAT I O N R E PA I R
Mallory's Army Foundation MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
: www.MallorysArmy.com
www.DryTechCorp.com
e What's My Name?

(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
S [t's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

: : The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone to simply
Make a Difference in Your Community ask drivers “What's my name?” before entering their vehicle

VO LU N TE E R to make sure it is the car they are supposed to enter.

with the American Red Cross #WHATSMYNAME

Join today at redeross.org/Velunteer In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships,
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting.

This describes the power of... cl C/Lb B [ [ ; H A ( r ; - ®

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Codl 1.800.333.3166!

024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (1) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net




Advanced Planning, Cremation Options  Joseph F. Lombardo Jr., Supenvis
W '...H [ -} A ,\"jj“.\. and Pet Cremation Services

DIVTTONTel|  610-626-2110  Services Uniqué

EE I IO Clifton Heights, PA19018 -\ williamslombardofineralhomercom

crd - WE CARE AND IT SHOWS
T hi We Acknowledge We Appreciate
o ; 1Ell'['t.‘-i'_‘ﬂ.ll‘gﬂir 7 ’“U “':'
d {éﬁ' F¥ DENTAL ST. FRANCIS = i \ '\." ’h 1412 Lansdowne Ave.
= Aesthetic ¢ General Dentistr i Wby o Darby
ey et J ! CENTER f et \".;': 610-461-6510
Available P _—— C & Healthcare www.sfrehab.org
- ing ti t
Springfield, PA + 328-1131 e"""z) . :vef 4‘:’"”;’;50"" v Beautiful On-Site Chapel with Daily Mass
328-1141 « 544-4811 ¥ Respite Stay Available

= ' $500 off ! Joseph J. Capista, DDS Licensed - .
% ! | Joseph P. Lamb, DDS | [Ekittias *
i Complete | PA#081207 Hﬁﬂmw
i | Robert J. Spennato, DMD T ECTRYC
PLUMBING « HEATING | System ||y EIRyinatelsl V)
AIR CONDITIONING 2222222222270 David M. Maconi, DDS 504 Eagle Road, Springfield, PA 19064

40 Gallon Hot (484) 31 6-0449
“ Life insurance

MlKE D ORAZ'O Hom_leoli:sttzzgcgacmglzigvers' .
Plumbing & Heating
. lomeThstead \
Registered Master Plumber |rapprpmssss
L . WWW. Homelns ead com/841
youﬂﬁ[jortcﬁEy%uSr}?ATiil(y‘TSOf[i)r}f\P,Cial Parishioner SprlngfIE|d 328'2631 267- 551t_4700

Jef il At USA NCC MARY ELIZABETH DEVINE

Springfield, PA 19064
Wl | Ceneral Contractor Inc. ATTORNEY AT LAW
www.insurewithjeff.com .usancc.com ¢ wWww.usancc.ne | il i . i
PAPSRRITIRISQIPrNE  Kitchens - Baths - Drywall - Ceiling - Doors - Windows - Ceramic Real Estate Wills Estates Family Law Injury Claims

i Water Heater -
i _____________ Broomall: 610-353-2700 Providing Dependable Service for all Your Electrical Needs
fruma reaHife

Get life insurance that comes with
someone local (me). I'm here to help

Flooring - Electrical - Plumbing - Roofing - Painting - Sidi :
EMYETELETTN  uaiyWork- Licnsed  nsured  Profesional Home Remodelig Drexel Hill » 610-789-0800
StateFaaneAccdetAsg‘or:;l“cl:gég’Tlllﬂ"Ychenseﬂ e Tom 215-385-2456 | usancc@yahoo com WWW. LetDeVInELaWIntervene.com
Family OV\_/ned and FREE INSPECTIO Grannv S He|p|ng Hands, P Home Care Seg:ﬁ;'i’;g’;;ienced Leader
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured —rr .
0d Granny’s Helping Hands has a responsibility to the community
& to provide services with dignity and integrity and compassion!

c&\““:;a‘s 90 & Free Consultations (In-Home or Via Phone)

P Employment Opportunities Available
RIGHTWAY www.grannyshelpinghands.com 610-284-4244
WATERPROOFING CO. To all those OHN HAUSER’S

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING BRpentAl Q' J
i ¢y DREXEL AUTOMOTIVE
MOLD REMEDIATION * FOUNDATION REPAIR [ eearing Q.) Full Service Auto Repair
610'789'3717 us safe, . * Auto Inspection and Emissions
Www.RightwayWaterproofing.com Q FOréigN "Z + Computerized Diagnostc Svcs
+ Manufacture Scheduled Maintenance

Domestic h
+ Tune Ups & Oil Changes

Q Owner
your | Operated « Shuttle Service

catholicmatch’ s
\& ivroalGadbshe B www.drexelautomotive.com
Penn Sy| vania @ \b appreciated. "OLD FASHIONED SERVICE FOR TODAY'S CUSTOMER"

ZTeEz Drexel Hill, PA 19026

'jﬁﬁm’:ﬁﬁ%m or 518 Burmont Road, 61 0'623'6679

CatholicMatch.com/datePA
024 Holy Cross, Springfield, PA (B) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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